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Thankful Hearts and Loyal Living 
 

Perhaps it is the month of 
November more than any other 
month of the year that offers us 
the opportunity to engage in 
challenging reflection.  Why?  
Here at Good Shepherd, 
November is the time when the 
congregation, at its Voters’ 
Meeting on the 19th,  must 

consider adopting a new budget for a new year, 
along with all of the ministry challenges it brings.  
That is followed by our annual Loyalty Sunday on 
the 23rd, when having reflected on our giving in the 
past and the new opportunities for ministry in the 
coming year, we prayerfully commit ourselves to 
the financial support of our God-given and God-
inspired mission.  Last but not least comes our 
celebration of Thanksgiving on the 26th  when we 
ponder and respond to the goodness of God in every 
facet of our lives. 
 

I’ve sometimes wondered if we shouldn’t flip-flop 
the sequence of those important events.  Should we 
not fist contemplate the goodness of God in our 
lives, His faithfulness to us throughout the year and 
the years past so that we might confidently and 
courageously look forward to ministry ahead, 
undergirded with faithfully committed fellow 
believers? 
 

Think of the faithfulness of God in the history of 
this church.  Think of the number of souls saved, 
the strength and power of our worship and 
fellowship life, the strong legacy of lay leadership, 
the life-changing power of our Christian Education 

programs,  and the light-giving impact of our 
outreach programs and mission ministries. 
 

None of this happened by accident.  All of this is 
the result of Christ living with us, among us, and 
through us.  In response to all God has done for us 
as individuals and as a church, we are people who 
cannot help but be thankful. 
 

Thankfulness shows itself in a number of ways.  
One powerful way it is demonstrated is through our 
loyal commitment to be a vital partner and 
supporter of our God-directed and God-given 
ministries. 
 

The coming year will present to us challenges 
we’ve never experienced before.  We do not, 
however, face them alone.  Our God who has given 
us the very best He has, our Lord Jesus, goes with 
us to meet those challenges head on!  Loyalty 
Sunday is a demonstration of that commitment and 
confidence. 
 

This year’s stewardship theme, “Take Another Step 
Up for Christ” appeals to both our gratitude to God 
and our confident commitment to what He has 
called us to do together. 
 

In my own personal reflections on God’s goodness 
in my life, I count all of you among those at the top 
of my list.  What a gift you are to God’s ministry 
and mission in this church.  What a gift you are to 
my family and me.  What a gift you are to the 
Kingdom of God.  By God’s grace, my plate is full 
and indeed, “my cup runs over!”        
    

Pastor Bill QualmanPastor Bill QualmanPastor Bill QualmanPastor Bill Qualman 

The 

Staff 
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Resource Room? What's the Resource Room? 

Submitted by:  Submitted by:  Submitted by:  Submitted by:  Tony HansenTony HansenTony HansenTony Hansen    
 

 
I was asked recently, 
"What is it about the 
'Resource Room'  that 

makes it a  “Resource'?"    Well, I'm glad he 
asked. 
 

Have you ever needed a pencil or paper to use on 
Sunday morning?  You'll find it on the desk in, 
guess where?  The resource room! 
 

Have you ever needed to run off a copy of 
something, say for Sunday School?  You'll find a 
copier in (where?) The resource room! 
 

Have you ever needed a stapler?  There's one on 
the desk in the resource room. 
 

Have you ever needed to use a computer, or get 
on the internet?  Guess what! There's a computer 
in the resource room you can use.  (This is not to be 
used during worship service.) 
 

Do you need a room to hold a meeting? Call up 
the office and reserve the resource room. 
 

Do you need some thumb tacks?  Do you need a 
magic marker?  Do you need a blank voucher?  
They're all (ta dah) "in the resource room!” 
 

And where is the resource room?  It's the room 
next to the office across from the music room. 
 

So thank you "P.,” for asking that fine question, 
and letting me reintroduce everyone to The 

resource room.

 

 

 

 

FALL WORKDAY A BIG SUCCESS 
Submitted by:  Tony Hansen, Building and Grounds Chair 

 

A great big thank you goes out to the many people who came and helped on our Fall Work Day. We had 
over 30 projects (some big, some small, and many in between) either finished off totally or at least started 
really well. A big thank you goes out to the following people who helped out in one fashion or another that 
day (alphabetically). 
  
Pat Breitweiser 
Laurie Burke 
Brian Burniston 
Christian Campbell 
Jeff Campbell 
Abby Eaton 
Gayle Ferreira 
Monique Gouamba 
Leslie Green 
Sonya Hansen 
Sherri Hill 
Andrew Junco 
Mike Junco 
Joe Kotora 

Barry Larkin 
Paige Larkin 
Eileen Loughman 
Dean Olson 
Stephanie Olson 
Kevin Prenderville 
Pat Pryor 
Randi Rutan 
Shannon Sabino 
Bob Shipley 
Jessica Shipley 
Sandy Shipley 
Caty Wong 
Grace Wong 
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And One More Makes SixAnd One More Makes SixAnd One More Makes SixAnd One More Makes Six    
by Amber Brown, Coordinator of Christian Education 

 

 
Some of you have been polite enough to comment 
on how ‘brave’ I am to have had a fourth 
baby…and some of you are thinking that I am just 
out of my mind!  I, myself, cannot decide.  ☺  
Adjusting to life with another baby is not as 
difficult as I first anticipated.  Of course, our dear 
sweet Olivia is still in the blessed ‘eat, sleep, poop’ 
phase so I am able to accomplish itty bitty tasks in 
between feedings, diaper changes, naps, feedings, 
diaper changes, diaper changes, diaper changes.  
But what’s gonna happen when she starts 
crawling…or talking…or learning to throw 
tantrums like her big sister, Emily, who is eager, 
ready and willing to teach her everything she 
knows?! 
 

I am smart enough to realize that it has been too 
easy thus far, especially since my first three 
children seemed to have been allergic to me and 
cried and screamed with colic for their entire first 
year of life!  Of course it stands to reason that I 
would be presented with the same set of 
circumstances with my newest addition.  It’s 
abnormal for things to go smoothly in my life, at 
least for a long period of time. And so I have been 
waiting for the moment when my new baby bliss 
would come crashing down around me with 
startling reality and my perfect family of six would 
turn into aliens.  And that’s when it happened.   
 

I have to laugh about it now because I must have 
looked ridiculous juggling the circus around me.  (I 
really hope there were no candid cameras around).  
I was having one of those days where ‘Murphy’s 
Law’ had taken over…you know, if it’s gonna go 
wrong, it did!  Picture it, if you will, a very brief 
portion of my day that went somewhere in a hand 
basket…fast:  I am in the middle of peacefully 
nursing my new born daughter…in the car…when a 
continuous volcano of misery erupts around me as 

Eric’s seizures kick in (any of you who has 
witnessed Eric’s post seizure state, knows that the 
kid can scream), and my three year old starts a 
screaming tirade because she can’t get her sock off, 
accompanied by the insipid, bored complaints of my 
seven year old because he doesn’t want to do the 
math lesson I have assigned for the day.  The 
windows are open in the car, so everyone in the 
parking lot of the grocery store can hear the 
thunderous cacophony of screams erupting from the 
belly of my van and lookers-on and can only 
imagine what I am doing to my children (when all 
the while I am really praying for patience and for 
the ever increasing flush of red on my face to 
disappear into a heavenly countenance of peace)!  
Then Olivia pukes on my shirt and her diaper leaks 
on my pants as I try to reason with my three year 
old that it is not necessary to take her sock off in the 
car, and can she please leave it on because we need 
to go in the store if Eric ever stops screaming.  Then 
I climb, drenched and smelly, to the back of the car 
to manage Eric’s seizures, pausing briefly to 
comment to my seven year old, not with words, but 
with the perfected ‘evil eye’ that says ‘one more 
word and you will spend the rest of the afternoon 
scrubbing the bathroom floor!’  (Isn’t it amazing 
how moms have the ability to speak volumes with 
their eyes?  It must be all the voluminous mascara 
we wear!)  ☺  Soon I am stretched to the brink of 
despair and tears of frustration begin to well up in 
my eyes, but then I stop and think how positively 
rich I am!  Not rich in finances, but rich in love!  
My children are my greatest riches, and I need to 
take every silly, frustrated moment to heart, 
knowing that these are the moments of our lives. 
Let’s all celebrate with a frothy cup of International 
Coffee, shall we?! 
 

Seriously, now…I have learned long ago to commit 
passages of Scripture to my heart and mind so that 
in situations like these, I may call upon them in a 
jiffy and be reminded of my blessings.  At this 
particular moment, I called to mind two favorite 
passages:  “Those who wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength…and mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary, they shall 
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walk and not faint” (Is.40:31).  This Scripture has 
been a mainstay throughout my life, especially in 
the moments of great difficulty, but I think I 
recalled it to mind in this particular circumstance, 
not so that I could miraculously sprout ‘wings like 
eagles’ and fly the heck out of there, but so that I 
could remember that when I call upon the Lord I 
can ‘run and not be weary’- which, with four kids, 
would be reeeealllly nice!  He gives me the strength 
and endurance to get through the day, sometimes a 
minute at a time!  The other verse I recalled to 
mind, which I have shared with you in previous 
writings is “Give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess 
5:18).  Am I thankful for the morbidly embarrassing 
circumstances that led to the demise of my 
afternoon?  Well, in a way, yes!  You see, in order 
to be thankful for something, you need to be 
thankful for all of it.  I am so thankful for my 
children (and even more thankful for their cherub-
like faces that can bat fluttery eyelashes, rosy red 
grins and blow smooshy kisses that prevent me 
from putting them out with the trash in the 
morning!) and if I am thankful for them, then I must 
be thankful for everything about them and that 
includes the screaming-tyrannical-pukey-parade 
that occurred on this lovely Fall afternoon. 
 

As we approach this Thanksgiving season, let us 
approach it with a true spirit of thanks, recalling to 
mind that blessed verse from Thessalonians that 

commands us to be thankful in all circumstances.  
Are there circumstances in your life that you need 
to revisit and review with a different outlook?  Can 
you approach situations differently knowing that 
there is a purpose and plan in all of it?  I knew that I 
always wanted to have lots of kids…I love them!  
And even though I struggle with moments of 
frustration and misery, I know that having six 
people in my family is a wonderful part of God’s 
design and I want to honor Him in that.  Granted, 
some days are easier than others, but we all have 
struggles and issues that plague our days.  How will 
you honor the Lord in those moments? 
 
P.S.  Lest my children receive a reputation of ill- 
mannered, disrespectful little cretins from this 
writing, I must say that they really are fantastic!  
Eric can melt anyone with his smile, AJ is 
becoming a strapping young man who adores his 
brother and two younger sisters and is eager to 
assist with anything.  Emily could not be any 
sweeter with her patient caresses on Eric and Olivia 
and rough and tumble play with AJ, and Olivia is 
just the cutest baby ever!  It doesn’t get any better 
than this!  ☺ 
 
 
 
 

    

    

Join us for this Book Club Join us for this Book Club Join us for this Book Club Join us for this Book Club 

DiscussionDiscussionDiscussionDiscussion    
 

Mark your calendars!  Future dates:   

January 20, 2009, March 24, May 19,  
 

Is there a Christian book you have read and want to recommend?  Each 
Book Club meeting is led by someone else…recommend a book, and lead a 

session! 
 

Contact Jamie Toth (jamie.marie.toth@gmail.com) or Marie in the office (marie@lc-
goodshepherd.org) if you are interested in leading a future  

Book Club meeting! 
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Where Is 

Your 

Treasure? 
Submitted by Pat Pryor 

 

Jesus said, “Do not 
store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break 

in and steal.  But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal.  For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also” (Matthew 6:19-21).  If you 
had to say what you treasure the most, how 
would you respond?  Does your treasure lie in 
God or in things you own?  God gives us many 
things to enjoy, but we are not to treasure what 
God has given us more than God Himself.  If 
pride and selfishness creep into our hearts, God 
will be pushed aside. 
 

God wants us to hold onto things loosely.  One 
day, each of us will leave this earth with nothing.  
The material things that we may have wanted to 
have so desperately will be taken away either 
during our lifetimes or at death.  A story is told 
about John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist 
Church, who one day visited a large ranch of one 
of his members.  John Wesley and the member 

rode horseback all day and didn’t even see the 
entire ranch that belonged to this person.  At 
dinner, the member asked Pastor Wesley, “What 
do you think of my ranch.”  John Wesley 
responded, “I think you are going to have a hard 
time leaving this place.”  This man’s ranch had 
become his treasure.  We, too, may have things, 
like this man’s ranch, that receive too much or 
even all of our time attention, money, and 
energy. 
 

To help us fix on our eyes on Jesus and to 
become less preoccupied with material things, 
we may want to consider simplifying our lives.  
The things we think we need may not really be 
necessary, take up much of our time, and will 
likely be thrown away.  If we simplify or 
downsize our material lives for the purpose of 
spending more time with Jesus, we will 
experience the peace and joy of a balanced life. 
 

Scripture gives us instructions on how we can 
live lifestyles of simplicity in peace and joy.  
Jesus said, “But seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).  With God’s 
help, we can turn away from selfishness and 
greed, and we can find our treasure in the Lord. 

 
 
 

  From the Alleys 
  
We have just finished our 1st position night and holding first place by 8 points is 
.......   Spare Us (aka- Jim Hatcliffe, Brigitte Meitzner and Steve Humiston).  The 
men's high game is now held by Brian Burniston with a score of 262, and the 
women’s with  Mary Artache's  202.   
 

We're having lots of fellowship (and especially when we have a good night) lots of fun.  And as November 
is a time for giving thanks, I'd like to thank all my fellow bowlers for making Monday nights so enjoyable.   
 

Why don't you come and visit for awhile, we'd love to see you.  Monday nights, 8:30 pm Strathmore Lanes, 
Route 34, Matawan. 
 

Submitted by Laurie Burke 
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Memorial Funds are established to provide a venue for financial donations to 
be made for designated purposes for the further support of church related activities.   
Donations are often made in memory of an individual or to honor a special life 
event like a birthday, the birth of a child, a marriage or an anniversary.  Donations 
to these funds need not be limited to commemorating such events, and may be 
made at any time and for any reason.  Donations may be directed toward a specific 
purchase (e.g. "candles for the altar") or activity (e.g. "field trips for Good 
Shepherd Children’s Center students"). 

 

The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd (LCGS) has five Memorial Funds, each designated for a 

specific purpose.  If you are thinking about making a donation, please review the descriptions and consider 

which most touches your heart. 
 

Building Fund:  This fund supports the preservation of the church buildings and grounds through planned 
renovations.   These activities preserve the integrity of our church home and help ensure adequate facility size 
and design to meet our Congregational needs. 
 

Church Improvement Fund:  This fund supports the continual improvements to the church's interior and 
exterior that are not part of planned renovation.  These include things such as flowers and trees on the grounds, 
vestments for acolytes and deacons, draperies or other interior design features and altar linens, paraments and 
candles to enhance our worship environment. 
 

School Endowment Fund:  The Endowment Fund is used to support the Good Shepherd Christian Education 
activities.  These funds are used for the purchase of library books, art supplies, musical instruments, wall art and  
playground equipment to enrich student experiences. 
 

Family Relief Fund:  The Family Relief Fund provides financial support to families in need.  Donations are 
used to defray the costs of food, housing and other routine expenses  to families in financial crisis. 
 

Church Scholarship Fund:  This fund provides college-bound applicants with support to help defray the 
costs of tuition, textbooks, calculators, computers, and other scholastic supplies. 
 

Fund pamphlets with the form and envelopes attached available in the Narthex. 
 

 

 

November is a 
time for giving 
thanks, and 
our bulletin 
board will be 
fill with 
"leaves of 
thanks".  
 

The 5th grade will also have their Parent Visitation  
Sunday on November 23rd. This class is taught by 
Jeff Campbell who has been teaching 5th grade 
since 2003. Besides his day job, and his night job 
(helping to raise his 2 sons), Mr. Campbell coaches 
baseball and runs (ask him about his marathon 

experiences).  You will also find Jeff serving on 
the Altar and at the Manor, as part of his Deacon 
duties. 
 
The classes are beginning to get ready for our 
Christmas Program scheduled for December 14th 
at the 10:30 service. 
Remember to bring in your 3 containers( which 
can be margarine containers or 3 Pringle cans) for 
Abby Eaton who is  working on a stewardship 
project with your children. 
        

Submitted by Laurie Burke 
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Those RecoveringThose RecoveringThose RecoveringThose Recovering    
Marianne Krawiec 

Alma Meyer 
 

Those in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing Homes    
Tom Qualman 

Dorothy Palmer  

Emmy Moore –sister of Katrina Clapsis 

Leela Mallepalle  
 

Those who are ShutThose who are ShutThose who are ShutThose who are Shut----inininin    
Marion Morgan 

Joan Brenner 

Irene Inneo 

Josie Schubert –mother of Mary Artache 
 

Those with Other NeedsThose with Other NeedsThose with Other NeedsThose with Other Needs    
Olivia Rae Vargas – niece of Sue Hawley  

Gloria Carias 

Les Ebersole 

Gunhild Nelson –mother of Carol Hahl 
Evelyn Kotora 

Ruth Gunderson –mother of Lynn Hughes 
Ray Monel –father of Barbara Di Maggio 
Jake Johnson –grandson of Pastor &  
     Georgeann  
Gregory Pryor –brother of Patrick Pryor 
Vincent Siclari, Jr. –brother of Ed Siclari 
Terry Hayes –mother of Laurie Burke 
Eric Brown –son of Amber and Steve 
Dylan Brown –grandson of Hatcliffes 
Margaret Wrigley –suffering with arthritis 

Trudy Conway 

    
Those Struggling with CancerThose Struggling with CancerThose Struggling with CancerThose Struggling with Cancer    
    

Laurie Burke 

Kathy Hogan 

Laurie Troutman – daughter of Child Care  
     Teacher 
Marie Giacomini – mother of Bill Burke 
Peggy DeMarco – friend of the Kotora   
     Family 
Joseph Spinelli – friend of Toni & Pat Pryor 
Debbie Pryor – cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor  
Kathy Hill – friend of Pryors  
Ruth Cousens – mother of Don Cousens  
Patch Rose – brother-in-law of Marie Bergfeldt 
    

Those in the MilitaryThose in the MilitaryThose in the MilitaryThose in the Military    
    

Chris O’Shea –nephew of Addie & Les Ebersole 

Jeff Borkowski 

Brian Farrell 

Rob Farrell 

Dustin Brown  

Jeff Kotora 

Guy Kotora 

Joseph Puoplo –nephew of Clines 
Brian Borkowski –nephew of the Borkowski’s 
Ashley Welsh –niece of Mary White-Stevens 
Fabian Lopez –friend of Russell Domis 
Darrin Brown –co-worker of Beth Meyer 
David Haczyk –friend of Siclari’s 
Elizabeth Roslak –friend of Siclari’s 
Jon Griswold –brother-in-law of Heidi Griswold 
Marc Artache –nephew of Julio & Mary Artache 
Robert Bracero –nephew of Julio & Mary Artache 
 
 

And our Missionaries :And our Missionaries :And our Missionaries :And our Missionaries :    
 

Rev. Chuck and Jeanette Groth in Cambodia 

LINC – NJ
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For Your Information

Happy Birthday to... 
 
 
 
Connor Jordan  11/03 
Riley Wolven  11/04 
Cathy Jordan  11/06 
Joe Dimaggio  11/06 
Matthew Ebersole 11/06 
Stephanie Dlugosz 11/08 
Ian Palmer  11/10 
Gregory O'Connor 11/12 
Audrey Ford  11/12 
Debra Onorato  11/13 
Steve Weiss Jr. 11/13  
Meg Palmer  11/14 
Andrew Arzberger 11/14  
Mardell Bonfiglio 11/15 
Daniel Hullings 11/15 
Kyle Eaton  11/15 
Jenna Geyer  11/15 
Alisa Guzman  11/16 
Don Van Handel 11/17 
Paul Oliva  11/17 
Bernadette Margolis 11/17 
Sophia Weiss  11/18 
Richard Toth  11/20 
Steven Sommer 11/21 
Margaret George 11/22 
 
 
 

 
 
 
William Qualman 11/22 
Maureen Puricelli 11/23 
Mary Artache  11/24 
Michele Casey  11/27 
Linda Cinquegrana 11/28 
Joseph Frank Massa 11/30 
Nicole Drews  11/30 
 
 

 

Happy Anniversary 

to….. 
  
David & Marie Bergfeldt 11/06 
Robert & Sandra Shipley 11/07 
Cathy & Richard Hoehl 11/9 
Paul & Beth Oliva  11/14 
Robert & Carol Hahl  11/21 
Rudy & Karen Tucci   11/21  
Eileen (Loughman) & Bill Sabino  11/27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Staff is published monthly  
for members and friends of  
The Lutheran Church of  
the Good Shepherd. 

 
3139 County Road 516 
Old Bridge, NJ  08857 
Phone (732) 679-8883 
Fax (732) 679-8996 
 

office@lc-goodshepherd.org 
Visit us on the web @ 
www.lc-goodshepherd.org 
 

 

Pastor  

Rev. William A. Qualman 
PastorQ@ 
lc-goodshepherd.org  
 

 
Coordinator of Christian 
Education 
Mrs. Amber Brown 
Amber@ 
lc-goodshepherd.org 
 

Admin. Assistant 
Mrs. Marie Bergfeldt 
marie@lc-goodshepherd.org 
 

Organist & Sr Choir Director  
Mrs. Mary Zeffiro 
 

Bell & Youth Choir Director 
Mrs. Amber Brown 
 
GS Children’s Center 
Director 
Mrs. Lorraine Campo 
(732) 679-8887 
gscc@lc-goodshephed.org 

 

Sexton 
Frank Lylo 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Dr. Norman L. Johnson 
pastorj1121@peoplepc.com 
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Giving ThanksGiving ThanksGiving ThanksGiving Thanks    
 

It seems that this time of the year things start to speed up.  Everyone is getting ready for 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas is right around the corner.  This time of the year, I start thinking 
more and more about my family.  Those who are still here, and those who have passed away.  

My parents instilled in all 5 of us, that family will always be there for you.  You may not like each other at 
times, but I know no matter what, my family will be there to help us through.   
 

My sisters and brother have not been together for Thanksgiving for many years.  Schedules were conflicting, 
and who’s family were we with last year? made it difficult to all get together, but two years ago, (I cannot 
believe it is almost 2 years already), we all went to Vermont.  My sister Joan and her family own a house 
there, so the rest of us rented a house “just up the road a piece.”   We came from New Jersey, Long Island, 
Staten Island, Pennsylvania, and New Mexico to share Thanksgiving.  We rented a 6 bedroom, 4 bath house.  
(This was more space than we had growing up.)  We had not all been in the same house for many years, but it 
was like being back in Brooklyn where we grew up, only better.  We ate breakfast, lunch and dinner together, 
talked, laughed, played games, and of course, sang.    It was 5 days of family fun.  Joan was blessed with my 
mother’s touch of no matter how many people are going to be there for dinner, she makes it look easy, and 
everything is delicious.   We all had our “duties,” pealing potatoes, cleaning vegetables, etc. but it was such 
fun being together and doing everything together.   We did reminisce, and thoughts went to Mom & Dad, how 
much we miss them, and the great memories we have growing up, and the family celebrations.   
 

As the years seem to be going faster, I find myself thinking back to “the good ol’ days.”  I see my own kids 
growing up so fast, and I know that soon they will be moving on.  I just hope they too remember that family 
will always be there for them, even though there are times you don’t get along, they are family, and there is 
nothing that can replace them.    So take time this thanksgiving, and give thanks for your family.  I give thanks 
for all my blood family, and my church family.  Thank you for all you do, no matter how big or small, it 
makes a difference.     
Your Servant In Christ,   MarieMarieMarieMarie    
    

    

 

FUTURE EVENTS -  Mark Your Calendars Now 
 

November 
November 16th Congregational Meeting  

November 23rd Loyalty Sunday 

November 26th  Thanksgiving Eve Service @ 7:30 PM 

November 27th Happy Thanksgiving – Office Closed 

November 28th Office Closed 
 

December
December 4th   Installation & Ordination of Ben Mallepalle @ 4:00 PM 

December 13th Care Center Christmas Program 

December 14th Sunday School Christmas Program 

December 24th  Office Closed till December 29th  

December 24th  Christmas Eve Service @ 7:30 PM & 11:00 PM 
 

January 2009
   January 1st     Wedding 11:00 AM – Office Closed 
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Good Shepherd Children’s Center 
WHAT'S NEW AT SCHOOL 

 

I really can't believe it is 
November already.  Seemed 
like I was just enjoying myself 
at Point Pleasant with my 
family and now I am pulling my 
sweaters out.  November is 
amazing for so many different 
reasons, not only is it the path 
into the holiday season, but I 
personally feel that this time of year tends to bring 
out the best in people.  I was reading an article in 
the Home News the other day and it said that all of 
the local soup kitchens are hurting because of lack 
of donations, because people are holding onto the 
money they do have tighter than ever.  Where I 
have done some tightening myself, I do feel that 
we cannot turn our back on those people that are 
truly in need and depend on their meal for the day 
from those soup kitchens and the generosity of 
others.  So if you know of such an organization, 
won’t you consider the next time you’re picking up 
some items for your own family, that you might 
add a few more for another?  Good Shepherd 
Children's Center will be holding its annual 
collection for local families in need for 
Thanksgiving.  What we usually do is take up 
collections in the classrooms, and divide up what 
we collect and give the money in the form of a gift 
card for Shoprite so that these families can shop 
for their holiday dinner.  We usually provide for at 
least four families and we also get donations of 
turkeys so its one less thing the family has to 
purchase.  If you think you would like to make a 
donation toward the collection, please see Marie in 
the church office.  There is no such thing as too 
much or too little, give what you can, and you will 
be making a huge difference in the life of a family 

that otherwise may not have had a holiday 
dinner without our help, and you may feel 
better about enjoying your dinner knowing that 
you extended a helping hand.  If you think 
about the words Thanks and Giving, that’s 
exactly what we should all be doing, being 
"Thankful" for all we have and "Giving" to 
those who are less fortunate.  I am grateful for 
all I have every day.  

 

Before we celebrate Thanksgiving, there is another 
day that we celebrate that is just as important and 
that is Veteran's Day.  On November 11, 2008 the 
entire nation will be in various ceremonies 
celebrating the men and women that put their lives 
on the line for our freedom and our way of life.  
So, on that day, remember to put your flag out.  
Maybe you have the day off, think about the things 
you’re going to do that day, what you’re going to 
wear, what you’re going to eat, if you’re going to 
go to the movies or the mall?, Think about who 
you just voted for, and then realize that the only 
reason why you have those choices, is because a 
special group of men and women decided that they 
were going to dedicate their lives defending the 
freedoms that we are so privileged to have each 
and every day.  Yes, in case you were wondering, 
service in the military is no stranger to my family, 
my grandfather was a World War II veteran, my 
father was a Vietnam War veteran, and my 
brother-in-law served the US Navy for 20 years on 
a nuclear warship and recruitment.  
 

Enjoy your time with your families and friends!  
 

Lorraine Campo, Director  

GSCC 
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 ANGEL SHARING TREE ANGEL SHARING TREE ANGEL SHARING TREE ANGEL SHARING TREE    
by Paulette Hacker, Chairman, Mission Committee 

 

It’s hard to believe, but it’s time for the Angel Sharing Tree 
already.  The tree will go up November 15. 
 

We will be buying gifts for the Sayreville Group Home 
residents, moms and their children from Amandla Crossings, 
and our neighbors from Old Bridge Welfare.  This year, we 
will also be helping some special people – members of our 
church family.  There will be Special Angels marked 
“My Brother’s Keeper.”  For these special Angels, feel 
free to donate any amount you wish, and place your cash or 

check made payable to “Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd” in the special basket in the Narthex. 
 

As in the past, our limit is $25 for each person for the regular Angels.  This is to ensure that each member 
of a family gets a gift of equal value. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER … put your name and telephone on the list next to your Angel’s number; DON’T  
tape down the Angels (they are removed before being distributed) and bring your gift back NO LATER 
than December 14 to allow time for distribution.  If the gift is not received by that date, someone from the 
Missions Committee will have to take the time to shop for the gift.  
 
 
 

 
 
We are also asking if there are any church families in need of Turkeys and 
the fixings for Thanksgiving or Christmas.  If you are in need, please call 
the church office.  We will be collecting money for grocery store gift cards 
so our friends can enjoy a wonderful dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Church PicnicAnnual Church PicnicAnnual Church PicnicAnnual Church Picnic
    

 

What a great day!  The weather was perfect, the food was outstanding, and everyone 
had a great time.  Thanks to all who participated.   If you have any suggestions for 
next year’s picnic, please e-mail Marie in the church office. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 12 

The Lutheran Church 

of the Good Shepherd 
www.lc-goodshepherd.org 

3139 County Road 516 

Old Bridge, NJ  08857 

732-679-8883 

The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor 

 

Worship Services 
Sunday Communion Service 

8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:15 AM 

Adult & Teen Bible Classes – 9:15 AM 
Youth Fellowship Meetings 2nd Sunday of 

each month @ 6:00 PM 
 

GS Children’s Center 
732-679-8887 

Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director 
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The Lutheran Church 

of the Good Shepherd 

3139 County Road 516 

Old Bridge NJ  08857 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

God’s love at work here! 


