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Our Mission: To equip God’s people for ministry with a vision to share God’s Word

The Lenten Question: “‘What Love Is This?’

There is an interesting
scene in the twenty-second
chapter of Matthew’s
Gospel. Matthew tells us
that a group of Pharisees

FROM THE
came together as Jesus was

PASTORY, s

/"—_\‘ Jerusalem to die. They

came together to try and
find a question that would trip Jesus up, that
would give them some evidence to warrant his
death.

AWORD

And what was the question they came up with?
“Which commandment in the law is the greatest?”
(Matt. 23:36)

I know of a lot of questions that would have been
tougher than that one. Those of you with
children know that a five-year-old can ask harder
questions than a Pharisee any day. Where did
God come from? Is God married? Does God get
hungry? Why didn’t they ask something hard,
like, “What was God doing before he created the
heavens and the earth?”

No, they asked Jesus, “Which commandment in
the law is the greatest?” Jesus’ answer was very
concise; “You shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your mind. This is the greatest and first
commandment.”

And the second is like it; “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.”

What makes the word “love” so dangerous is the
fact that it’s repeated thousands of times a day,
and yet most of the time, those who use it don’t
really mean love at all. Usually when TV,
movies, and popular music use the word love,
they mean infatuation or sexual attraction. But
when Jesus commanded us to love our neighbor,
he used the word “agape.” Agape is the sort of
love with which God loves us. Feelings are
secondary; behavior and will are everything. We
could paraphrase Jesus’ commandment in this
way: You shall decide to act in a loving way
toward your neighbor. You shall behave toward
your neighbor in the way that you want him to
behave toward you.

Continued on next page:




Continued from previous page — Question

And do notice that love of God precedes love of
neighbor. Note that Jesus did not say, “serve
God” or “obey God;” he said, “love God.” From
first to last, the Bible is a love story. It is first the
story of God’s love for Israel and then of God’s
love for the Church. In God’s covenant, people
are wooed and then they are invited into a
relationship with him.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
soul and mind” is less commandment and more

invitation. It’s an invitation to love the one who
always loved us, so much so that he became flesh
and dwelt among us. In Jesus, he who knew no
sin became sin for us and suffered and died that
we might be his forever!

In Lent, we are reminded that this is a love which
the world had never known before. No wonder
the Hymn writer was moved to ask: “What
wondrous love is this?”

Pastor Bill Qualman

Good Shepherd Childrenw's Center

WHAT'S NEW

We have all kinds of good things happening at
GSCC at the end of February and into March.
Our kindergarten classes will be doing their
annual Health Fair. Everyone including parents
are invited in the classrooms to experience first
hand how the body works through various
experiments and interactive hands on displays, it
is truly awesome and the kids love it. The same
holds true for the Dinosaur Museum that will be
coming up in the middle of March, kids will visit
and the kindergarten children teach the younger
children all about Dinosaurs. Kids in my opinion
learn a lot better when it is all hands on, so not

Lorraine Campo, Director
GSCC

only are these events a lot of fun, but a wonderful
learning experience as well.

If you would like your child to have their own
hands on learning experience, you should really
visit the Liberty Science Center, it has been
totally renovated, and interesting for children of
all ages. The IMAX theatre is really something to
experience. Check online for hours and prices,
it's a day out that's educational, close by and
reasonable.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!!!! I will be attending
South Amboy's annual parade on March 14™.




1/, Join us for this Book Club Discussion

Mark vour calendars!
March 24. 7:30-9:00 p.m.

Quaker Summer by Lisa Samson

Our meeting is: Tuesday, March 24", from 7:30 pm — 9:00 pm in the Church
Library.

- -K Is there a Christian book you have read and want to recommend? Each
d ISCUSSION Bookclub meeting is led by someone else...recommend a book, and lead

GROUP

Contact Jamie Toth (jamie.marie.toth@gmail.com) or Marie in the office
(marie@lc-goodshepherd.org) if you are interested in leading a future
Book Club meeting!

(Next Book Review Date: May 19)
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A big welcome to Silvia Herbert, the newest member of the Good
Shepherd Bowling League and new team member of the Chum Buckets.
She joins Doreen and Ron Humiston in lots of bowling fun.

Slash N Burn is also having fun; after the 1st position night they are in 1st place. Who are they?
Wayne Krawiec, and Beth and Vin Stefanelli.

Our high game leaders are still the same. Do you remember who they are?
(Hint: Wayne Krawiec-267, Carol Hahl-211)

See you - at the alleys!

Submitted by Laurie Burke




“His Way”

by Amber Brown, Coordinator of Christian Education

I come from a very long line of musicians. My
great grandmother played the piano and my great
grandfather played the trumpet. My grandmother
played trumpet and marched in the marching band
for her high school and will be inducted into the
Music Hall of Fame at her Alma Mater this year.
My mom is a flutist and taught me everything she
knows and marched in the same marching band
my grandmother did. I was a music performance
major in college, served as drum major in high
school and now direct several choirs at church. I
even married a musician!

I grew up with influences from all genres of
music from Classical to Show Tunes to the Bee
Gees. I think it’s because of this that [ have a
wide and eclectic taste in music. I love opera, but
I can belt out the best of Abba and Bon Jovi. I
love Contemporary Christian, Country, Jazz, Doo
Wop, Swing...you get the idea. Recently I’ve
really been into Nat King Cole and Frank Sinatra.
I just love all those schmaltzy orchestrations and
swoony, croony vocals. Just the other day, I was
in the car bellowing at the top of my lungs the big
Sinatra hit “My Way.” (don’t laugh- you bellow
to your favorite songs too!). While this is a
popular recording, I wonder if you have truly
listened to the lyrics of the song. At the risk of
sounding critical, the lyrics give the singer too
much credit for all his accomplishments,
suggesting that he is what he is today because “I
did it myyyyyyy waaaaaaay.”

While we all like to pat ourselves on the back
when we have succeeded at something, as
Christians, the true credit must be given to God,
for without Him, we would not be what we are
today. Although we make our own choices in
life, our blessings, talents and treasures are all
gifts from God. How we use them is up to us, but
when we use them to their fullest potential, praise
should be given to Him for what He has given to
us. We should remember to live our lives to
honor Him and “do it Hiiiis waaaaay.” By doing
it “His Way” we are giving Him glory and
bringing Him praise. Isn’t He worthy of that?

What does the Lord call you to do that you know
you should be doing differently? How can you
shift from the mindset of “My Way” to “His
Way?” What is “His Way” for your life?

I wonder if Jesus pondered this as He was
beginning His ministry. Did He know what His
Father wanted of Him? Did He know “His
Way?” Not much can be read in the Bible about
Jesus as a young child. I wonder if He was a
perfect kid, always doing what Mary asked...
taking out the trash, sweeping the saw dust from
the floor, feeding the livestock... But as He got
older and His purpose and ministry came into
focus, did He have a true and clear picture of
what God wanted from Him? He was prepared to
face His fate when He rode into Jerusalem on a
donkey, but He still approached His Father in
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane and asked
“Abba Father...Take this cup from me. Yet not
what I will, but what you will.” (Mk 14:36). It
may appear, as we read this passage, that He was
asking to be excused from His ultimate suffering
and death. Yet what Jesus dreaded was not death
itself, but the manner of His death. In taking the
sin of all humankind upon himself, he knew it
would be a horrible and painful end. The key
phrase, however, that must be examined is “not
what [ will, but what you will.” He was prepared
to do what God wanted and to do it “His Way.”
Are we prepared to do as much? When we pray
the Lord’s Prayer and murmur “Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done” do we truly grasp what
we are saying and do we mean it?

As we approach the celebration of our Risen Lord
on that blessed Easter morn, let us not forget the
anguish our Lord endured for us when He obeyed
His Abba Father and took on the sins of the
world. Praise be to our God that we will never
have to endure that suffering. We are redeemed
because of the blood Jesus shed on our behalf.
Because Jesus obeyed His Father and did it “His
Way” we have life forever with Him.




GOD’S LOVE PROMPTS GIVING

Submitted by Pat Pryor

Senartip

Why are many Christians unwilling to give larger portions of their incomes
for the work of the Lord through their churches? I believe one of the biggest
reasons people don’t give as generously as they are able is that they don’t
understand how much God loves them. If people knew the depth of God’s
love, they wouldn’t need to be encouraged to give more. Love makes people
give freely and generously. This article is devoted to helping us better understand how much God loves
each and every one of us.

In 1 John we read, “How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children
of God! And that is what we are!” (1 John 3:1). God loves us. He knows each of us by name (John 10:3).
We are God’s children whom He loves deeply. He promises to love us forever. “I [love] you with an
everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). As sinners, we don’t deserve His love, but He loves us out of His nature
and character: “God is love” (1 John 4:8). We can be certain that God loves us because love is at the heart
of Who He is and what He does. “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

God expressed His great love for us by giving us His Son to pay the price of our sins. The Cross stands as
the greatest witness to God’s love for us. On the Cross, He gave us the most indescribable gift, the gift of
His own Son. “For God so loved the world that He gave His One and only Son . . .” (John 3:16). The
Bible is filled with references of the many things that God does for us because He loves us.

Paul wrote, “I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:17b-
19). If we were able to comprehend even dimly the depth of God’s love for us, we would desire to share
that love with others. God’s love would automatically flow through us into others. The fruit of God’s love
in our lives would be seen in both our words and deeds. God’s love would be seen in us as we reach out to
others and as we give faithfully and generously. Grasping the depth of God’s love we would give glory to
Him “throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:21).
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.'—%m/m e ﬂ March is very busy for our Sunday school students. On March 1st
Y

m— the 8th grade class will present its annual "Martin Luther Play"
_f:_.ﬂ_:__ (following opening -in the Fellowship Hall). First Communion
\o ° o o / classes also are Saturday March 14™ and Saturday March 21%, with

First Communion Sunday March 29"

fmm W March 22" is Parent Visitation for the PreK/Kindergarten class.

. Their teacher is Mrs. Pat Breitweiser and her assistant, Megan

SWMW Dunne. Douglas Kim has been a helper in this class for about 4
years, and joining him this year as a helper is Samantha Wong. Pat

moved to NJ from Staten Island about 19 years ago. Since becoming a Sunday School teacher, Ms.
Breitweiser has always taught this age group. During the week she is busy raising her 2 children, Charlie
and Kayla and working at the Spotswood Shoprite. She also is a co-leader of a Confirmation small group.

Megan started helping out in the PreK/Kindergarten class in 2005. During the week she is a student at
Old bridge High School and also watches 5 children 3 days a week.

NOTE FOR 1ST/2ND GRADE PARENTS. Your Parent Visitation Sunday has been set for April
26th.

Submitted by Laurie Burke
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BROTHER’S KEEPER

Submitted by Paulette Hacker, Mission Committee

— The Lord says in John 13:34 “A new command I give you: Love one another.
DE MiSSION s I have loved you, so you must love one another.” We are truly our

Report “Brother’s Keeper”.

We are all experiencing financial difficulties, but there are members of our Church family who are
really having a hard time. Some are in danger of losing their homes, some have lost their jobs, and
others are facing medical challenges. They worry how they will feed their families and pay their
bills. We started this fund last year, and Pastor Qualman has said that these funds have been a
“Godsend” to those families in need.

During past Lenten seasons, we have raised money to help World Vision, Amandla Crossings or
the Sayreville Group Home. This year, we must help our church family who are having such a
difficult time. It will be a free-will offering, either cash, a check made payable to “Lutheran
Church of the Good Shepherd” or food gift certificates. The funds will go to Pastor Qualman’s
discretionary fund and he will dispense them to those in our Church family who are in need.
Please put your contributions in the basket in the Narthex.

Please give what you can (no amount is too little) to help our Church Family.




Committee is in its
second year as a
working committee
and quite busy
planning and
implementing ways to attract new members to
Good Shepherd and getting the congregation
involved in church activities. We make our
presence known on Rally Day, Old Bridge Day,
GSCC orientation and registration and the Garage
Sale. In addition to introducing new members to
the congregation with a coffee hour and a packet of
information on Church activities, the Outreach
Committee helps new members in their transition
into our church body.

This year we are planning the first church
picnic/block party for either the end of September
or early October. It is our desire to have the
involvement and support of many of the church’s
ministries to undertake this massive project. Look
for more information in the future.

What’s New in Qutreach?

Something new this year is Pastor’s subcommittee
to make home visits to prospective members. We
hope to have this up and running soon.
Additionally, Pastor Ben is organizing the deacons
to have closer contact with church members.

Webster’s dictionary defines “outreach” as the act
of reaching out. We all need to realize that the
“Outreach Committee” is not just a small group of
people, but rather all of us. Each of us needs to
“reach out” to others. If you see someone that you
don’t know and who may be a visitor at church go
up and say hello, introduce yourself, and generally
make them feel welcome. Ask them to sign the
visitor book and invite them to return. Is there a
member you are friends with who suddenly is not
attending services? Give them a phone call and
see how they are doing. If you are uncomfortable
doing this let Pastor or someone on the Outreach
Committee know about them so we make a
contact. Christ directs us to spread the gospel.
Take that first step and reach out to others.

Toni Pryor for the Outreach Committee

Clothing, Coat, Hat & Glove Donations

On Wednesday, February 28™ 2009, Middlesex County took part in the State mandated counting of the
homeless, known as the Point In Time (PIT) survey. Over 1000 homeless persons were surveyed on that day
and for many of them, they were able to receive a new coat with hat and gloves, and maybe even a scarf. This
was made possible by donations from some of the area churches and DeVry Technical University and many
private donation. Due to the financial climate in the Country, donations were at a minimum this year, and

many corporate donations were sorely missed.

Thanks to donations like those from Good shepherd, many people who would be without on one of the
coldest, snowiest days of the year, were able to leave Elijah’s Promise or the Salvation Army--Perth Amboy,

warm and ready to face another day on the streets.

Good Shepherd was one of the few area churches to make such a large donation toward the cause. I am sure
that if any of the people who benefited knew were their coat, hat, scarf or gloves came from they would thank
you all in person. We hope that next year Good Shepherd can be as generous to the cause, helping those less

fortunate than ourselves.

Annett (Dill) Olsen, Administrative Assistant, Div. Social work Services.




Those Recovering
Rose Sydor
Valerie Teitchen
Olivia Brown
Alma Meyer

Those in Nursing Homes
Tom Qualman

Emmy Moore —sister of Katrina Clapsis
Leela Mallepalle

Those who are Shut-in

Marion Morgan
Joan Brenner
Josie Schubert —mother of Mary Artache

Those with Other Needs

Margart Yager — Mother of Barbara Yager

Olivia Rae Vargas — niece of Sue Hawley

Gloria Carias

Les Ebersole

Evelyn Kotora

Ruth Gunderson —mother of Lynn Hughes

Ray Monel —father of Barbara Di Maggio

Jake Johnson —grandson of Pastor &
Georgeann

Gregory Pryor —brother of Patrick Pryor

Vincent Siclari, Jr. —brother of Ed Siclari

Terry Hayes —mother of Laurie Burke

Eric Brown —son of Amber and Steve

Dylan Brown —grandson of Hatcliffes

Margaret Wrigley —suffering with arthritis

Trudy Conway

Michael Troutman — son of Child Care
Teacher

Those Struggling with Cancer

Willard Yeager — father of Barbara Yeager

Laurie Burke

Kathy Hogan

Laurie Troutman — daughter of Child Care
Teacher

Marie Giacomini — mother of Bill Burke

Peggy DeMarco — friend of the Kotora
Family

Joseph Spinelli — friend of Toni & Pat Pryor

Debbie Pryor — cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor

Kathy Hill — friend of Pryors

Ruth Cousens — mother of Don Cousens

Karen Ollivierre, daughter of Barbara Wittig

Those in the Military

Chris O’Shea —nephew of Addie & Les
Ebersole

Jeff Borkowski

Brian Farrell

Rob Farrell

Dustin Brown

Jeff Kotora

Guy Kotora

Joseph Puoplo —nephew of Clines

Brian Borkowski —nephew of the Borkowski’s
Ashley Welsh —niece of Mary White-Stevens
Fabian Lopez —friend of Russell Domis
Darrin Brown —co-worker of Beth Meyer
David Haczyk —friend of Siclari’s
Elizabeth Roslak —friend of Siclari’s

Jon Griswold —brother-in-law of Heidi
Griswold

Marc Artache —nephew of Julio & Mary
Artache

Robert Bracero —nephew of Julio & Mary
Artache

And our Missionaries :

Rev. Chuck and Jeanette Groth in
Cambodia

LINC - NJ




@ ANNIVERSARIES

Happy Birthday to...

Jessica Caban

Joe Previte

Kristi Petersen
Rachael Carnie
Rachel Carnie
Christine Borkowski
Allison Fink
Charles IV Breitweiser
Lisa Qualman

Nora Schmitz
Regan Dunn

Randi Rutan
Keyvon Green
Laura Grana

Garrett MacLean
Megan Dunne

Heidi Griswold
Drew Larkin
Andrew Cocklin
Eric Brown

Alison Schulmeister
Joan Scanlon
Timothy Siclari
Emily Durando
Barbara Scanlon
Kathleen Hogan
Matthew Schulmeister
Teresa Figueiras
Ashley Porbansky
Nicolette Craig
Kathryn Oliva

3/1
3/1
3/1
3/1
3/1
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/4
3/5
3/5
3/6
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/8
3/9
3/9
3/9
3/10
3/11
3/12
3/14
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/17
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/21

Erin Cole
Nancy Drews
Timothy Farrell
Dale Petersen
Robert Hahl
Stephanie Pate
Siobhan Sabino
Beth Oliva

3/21
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/27
3/27
3/28
3/30

Happy Anniversary

to.....

Charles & Paulette Wilmot
Heidi & Brandon Griswold
Ken & Michelle Magazzu

Dani & Kevin Sloan, Jr.

3/17
3/22
3727
3/29
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You are invited:

[Gﬂ[Gﬂ

Good Shepherd will be

UDDGI'S serving dinner in Lent

prior to our Mid-Week

Worship Services.
Please join us!

Wednesday’s at 6:00 PM

The Mid-week Lenten Services will be preceded by a light meal hosted and
prepared by various church organizations:

i1/

March 4™ Women’s Ministry/Christian Education
March 11" Men’s Ministry

March 18" Senior Choir

March 25" Administrative Board

April 1* Deacons

Dinners will start promptly at 6:00 p.m. There will be a free-will offering at each
dinner. Please join us each week for food, fellowship, and in preparation for the
Lenten worship service!

Sign-up sheets will be on the kitchen counter each week.

10




March 2009

March 4™

March 8™

March 11™
March 14™ & 21
March 14™ & 15™
March 18™
March 25™
March 29™

April 2009

April 1*
April 5®
April 9"
April 10"
April 12

FUTURE EVENTS

Midweek Lenten Service 7:30 PM (dinner @ 6:00 pm)
Blood Drive 7:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Midweek Lenten Service 7:30 PM (dinner @ 6:00 pm)
First Communion Classes

Princess Retreat — Mt. Laurel Hyatt Hotel

Midweek Lenten Service 7:30 PM (dinner @ 6:00 PM)
Midweek Lenten Service 7:30 PM (dinner @ 6:00 PM)
First Communion Sunday — 10:30 AM Service

Midweek Lenten Service 7:30 PM (dinner @ 6:00 PM)
Palm Sunday & Seder Dinner @ 5:00 PM

Maundy Thursday Service 7:30 PM

Good Friday Tenebrae Service 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday — Services at 7:30 am and 10:30 am
Easter Breakfast (time to be announced)

COmpAL

“These are vegetables, mother. You wouldnt want me
to eat something l've given up for Lent, would you?”
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The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd

www.lc-goodshepherd.org
3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
732-679-8883
The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor

The Rev. Ben Mallepalle, Assistant Pastor

GS Children’s Center
732-679-8887
Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org

Worship Services

Sunday Communion Service
8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School 9:15 AM
Adult & Teen Bible Classes —9:15 AM
Mid-week Lenten Services @ 7:30 PM
Midweek Lenten Dinners @ 6:00 PM
Youth Fellowship Meetings 2™ Sunday of
each month @ 6:00 PM

The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd

3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge NJ 08857

God'’s love af work here!

12




