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A man wandered into a church
for the first time in many
years. He was impressed by
the spirit and the warmth of the
congregation. As a result, he

S O started coming to church on a

/—\ . .
regular basis, but he had mixed

feelings about the need for genuine commitment.
He said, “It was like getting on a train and asking
the conductor, ‘How much?” And when the
conductor said, “Your whole life,” | became
scared and | went back and hid in the caboose,
and I've been hiding there ever since.”

AWORD
FROM THE

What a sad story. For whatever reason he was
unable to grasp the incredible, liberating,
reforming power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Think of what Jesus came to do! He came to tell
us about the unique freedom offered to us in
God'’s grace and forgiveness. He said these
things ought to be our first and chief priority,
knowing that all other things would be added to
us.

He came to tell us that this loving presence of
God was so valuable it was like a “pearl! of great
price”..."A treasure hidden in the field.” God'’s
Means of Grace, Word and Sacrament, cradle
these liberating gifts. Through them the Holy
Spirit captures our hearts and minds so that as his
loyal followers, we are inspired to live for him
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who hassaved us from ourselves. His sacrifice of
his life inspires us to good intentions to livehes
rescued people.

True reformation happens when the Holy Spirit
gives us the “mind of Christ.” We want to

emulate him. We want to offer the freedom that
his redeeming and saving love offers. We want|to
live life with more than good intentions.

A classic criticism of the Church today is that we
focus so much on past tradition and future heaven
that we have little to offer for today. Are wedik
the double-faced Roman god, Janus (for whom
the first month of the year is named) — one face
surveying the past, the other looking into
tomorrow, with no vision for the present?

| thank God so often that Good Shepherd Churgh
is made up of so many people of good intention
put into real action and service now — for the
glory of Christ our Lord and the good of his
people, always certain and confident that the
kingdom of our glorious Lord Jesus is ours
forever!

This month we have the opportunity to discover
through our Spiritual Gifts Inventory how we car
really make those good intentions a reality!
Glory to God now and always!

Pastor Bill Qualman




An introduction to the Great Lakes Scrip Program
for Good Shepherd Fundraising

What Is Scrig?

Scripis a term that means “substitute money.” Whenporchase Scrijpyou’re purchasing negotiable gift
certificates and prepaid cards that are usedikesthsh. You can use Sctip purchase everyday expenses
like food, clothing, and other essentials, and witkry purchase, you earn revenue for Good Shepherd
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How Scripgenerates revenue
Now Good Shepherd has an additional easy way g lmi funds through an expansion of our already
successful Supermarket Gift Card Program. For tbbgeu familiar with the Supermarket Gift Card
Program this is being handled in a very similahifas. As beforeyYOU get “dollar for dollar” value for
your money and the stores pay back a percentage, from twifieeri percent or more, to offset any
additional debt to the Building Fund to assist Ghurch.

When you need a gift card to utilize on holidaysdyation, communion, confirmation, as
a thank you, an anniversary, birthday or celebmgpi@ase think of your Church.

Scripis "shopping cart fundraising”
The Great Lakes Scrigard Program will expand our offerings to inclualetypes of retailers...bookstores
department stores, coffee houses, pet storesyehidstores, restaurants, and entertainment gittsccan be
purchased.

A quick and simple order form needs to accompany gheck made out to “Good Shepherd Gift
Certificates” due by the 15of each month (the second Sunday is ideal, sirangyrof us do not see one
another during the week). Then, the “once a mdaetivery” is scheduled for the first Sunday of gveronth
after both services. With greater participatiordiaidnal delivery dates can be added, especiatiyaa the
holidays.

Scrip can be purchased Online

For those of you who are computer savvy and wolllvadeductions directly from your own checkin
account, see scrip coordinators at the counteadditional details. For you folks it may be moresidgble to

go online, order whatever it is you want, and payitf right from your own checking account. Pay jaur

next cruise, hotel, or airline tickets through thesvice, and the Church will benefit greatly.

e PR Won’t you consider giving this a try?
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NOVEMBER BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, November 10, 2009
7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. in the Church Library

If what you're after is a

light, fluffy book that spins
Scripture verses and upbeat
platitudes into a feel-good
philosophy that melts in
your mouth like cotton
candy, you'll have to keep
looking...this is not that
book!

I NORMAL
R

 CARGL'KENT
i If, on the other hand, your
heart longs for an achingly
honest, unflinching look at reality and the pregenc
of God in that reality, you've come to the right
place. Carol Kent's journey to hope has been a
long, difficult one, and she courageously shares it
with us. As she says, "This book is about choices-
not the kind we place on goal charts, but the @w®ic
we all need to make when our carefully developed
life plan takes a U-turn or comes to a sudden"halt.

A sampling of chapter titles reflects some of those
choices:

When | Wonder What God Could Possibly Be
Thinking . . . | Choose Trust

When Nothing Goes According to My Plan . . . |
Choose Relinquishment

When | Want to Give Up . . . | Choose Purposeful
Action

The stories of others who have chosen to "embrace
the new opportunities and unexpected joys" ofea lif
turned upside down are woven through the book.

Vulnerable and poignant, A New Kind of Normal is
an ultimately triumphant message of life, hope, and

Joy.

FYI, Carol Kent told her story at the Women Faith
2 years ago, | remember it well others may toas..tk
book shares stories of God's involvement in leadir
women to hope, forgiveness, gratitude,
vulnerability, and trust.
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Contact Jamie Toth

(jlamie.marie.toth@gmail.conor Marie in the
office (marie@Ic-goodshepherd.ii§ you are
interested in leading a future Book Club meeting
or are looking for one of the previous books

Sunday, October 1 12:00 pm

Women’s Ministry Meeteing immediately
following the 10:30 service. All women ar
welcome. Bring your own lunch, or better
yet, get a soup and sub from the Good
Shepherd Soup & Sup Shop. We will be
discussing up coming events and ideas fo
the women of Good Shepherd to share the
talents. Come with ideas and bring a friend.
For more information, contact Amber
Brown.
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Here are some of the promotions going on in October
Receive a free 1-lb. package of Ground Beef wipluiehase of $40 or more.

Get a free 1-Ib. package of Large Shrimp when ymind $90 or more on marketday.com orders and enter
promo code OCTFREE during online check out.

Receive a free Recipe Booklet with the purchasengfMarket Day Gourmet seasoning on page 7 of the
October Order Guide.

FREEQUENT Also, starting this month you are eligible for edrlunch bag: Make 2 purchases of $40
BUYER or more between September and November. Then midiel 40 purchase in
' December to receive a FREE lunch tote at your Déeesale pick-up.

Log on towww.marketday.conto see what great values are offered this motigh up to order online!
Look at some of these great Featured ltems:
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Kyoto Blend Chicken & Dumpling Kars Snack Packs
Order by Monday, October 5th (online) and pick yotder up on Saturday, October 10th @ 8:30 AM.

Submitted by Laurie Burke

We're back! At the alleys-throwing the ‘ole bovgiballs and having a great time.
We have some new bowlers and I'd like to starnihpducing them and their
teammates. We welcome Jessica Shipley who is bgwlith Bob and Sandy
(Shipley) as The Weebles. We also welcome Jeff Campbell, and Greg antyPat
Ricca AKA - the Pin Heads'. The rest of the teams are filled with names'lyou
recognize.

Inframeous - Christi Jordan, Vin Stefanelli, Wayne Krawiec
Jersey Tom-alleys Marie Bergfeldt, Mary Artache, Tom Rutan
Lane Rover s Steve Weiss,Sr., Carol and Bob Hahl
Monday Nights - Dean Olson, Paul Jordan, Jung Kim
Nothin2Spare- Beth Meyer, Doreen and Ron Humiston
Keep on Rollin- Rob Magazzu, Laurie and Bill Burke
Pin Ball Machine - Jim Hatcliffe, Brigitte Meitzner, Steve Humiston
Strike Force - Steve, Danny and Tony Onorato

Come and cheer us on - Strathmore Lanes, Monday ris at 8:30 p.m. See you at the alleys!




The Fall is my absolute favorite
time of the year. There are so many
reasons to get out and enjoy the -
weather by visiting local farms to
do some pumpkin picking,
hayrides, taking car rides with the
family to see the foliage or strolling
the boardwalk at the Jersey Shore.
The children at GSCC are no
different. During the month of
October our older children go on

Before | end my article, | would like to
thank Pastor Qualman and everyone
involved for baptizing my niece on
September 18during the Installation
Ceremony. Everyone always makes me
and my family feel so welcome when we
come to the church, it's a wonderful
feeling and is sincerely appreciated by all
of us. | consider myself to be extremely
lucky to be surrounded by all of you in an
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class trips where they are able to do outside of work.
just that. Our younger children however do not go . ,

on class trips, they go "pumpkin picking" right in Lorraine Campo, Director
our own backyard. We order pumpkins for them GSCC

from a local farm and place them all over the

backyard so they can choose their own pumpkin and

they have a wonderful time doing it. Some classes

go outside and collect leaves to make various art

projects, while others enjoy the different colomnsl a

textures of the leaves and just want to bring them

home. Toward the end of the month on th8 26 _ ]

and 27" of October the Firemen will be payingusa  11€ children of Amandla Crossings had a
visit to talk about fire safety with the childrehey wonderful day of shopping for school clothes
discuss what to do in case of an emergency, and put thanks to your generosity. In just a month, we
their complete uniform on so that the kids can see  'is€d$500.000for them to purchase clothes and

what they might look like in an emergency situation /\___\ ( > accessories for their first day

and hopefully make them understand not to run of school. These children
away from someone dressed like that, and they go ( rarely get new clothes, so this
over what each piece if equipment does and how it ~ day wasVERY SPECIALto
helps them fight fires. They end each session by them. Thank you again!
giving the children the opportunity to go outsidela
shoot water from the hose from the fire truck, they
also tell them what some of the different knobs and
pieces of equipment on the truck actually do. dt's Submitted by Paulette Hacker, Chairman
lot of fun, educational, and the kids love it. iAs Missions Committee

that wasn't enough, on the™and 3§ we hold our

annual "Fall Festival." The kids come to school

dressed in costume, and we have a parade out in the

front of the school. The parents are invited terat

to video and take pictures and then the kids g& bac

into school for a big party. It's a busy week, soit

much fun!
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Those Recovermg

Joan Brenner
Michael Junco
Olivia Rae Vargas —niece of Sue Hawley

Those in Nursing Homes

Tom Qualman
Emmy Moore —sister of Katrina Clapsis
Leela Mallepalle

Those who arambhut-

Marion Morgan
Joan Brenner
Josie Schubert mother of Mary Artache

Those with Other Needs

Nicole Stacy

Jesse Blajek -son of Judy Yohannan

Margart Yager — Mother of Barbara Yager

Dawn Nolan —niece of Dave & Marie Bergfeldt

Olivia Rae Vargas —hiece of Sue Hawley

Gloria Carias

Ruth Gunderson—mother of Lynn Hughes

Ray Monel—father of Barbara Di Maggio

Jake Johnson grandson of Pastor &
Georgeann

Gregory Pryor —brother of Patrick Pryor

Vincent Siclari, Jr. —brother of Ed Siclari

Terry Hayes —mother of Laurie Burke

Eric Brown —son of Amber and Steve

Dylan Brown —grandson of Hatcliffes

Margaret Wrigley —suffering with arthritis

Michael Troutman — son of Child Care
Teacher

Please review the list, and let Marie k
are any changes. Thank You

Those Struggling with Cancer

Vinny Campo —husband of Care Center Director
Elaine Bosco sister of RoseMarie Staudinger
Laurie Burke
Kathy Hogan
Laurie Troutman — daughter of Child Care
Teacher
Marie Giacomini — mother of Bill Burke
Peggy DeMarco —friend of the Kotora
Family
Joseph Spinelli Hriend of Toni & Pat Pryor
Debbie Pryor— cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor
Kathy Hill — friend of Pryors

Karen Ollivierre , daughter of Barbara Wittig

Those in the Military

Andrew Junco —nephew of Millie Junco

Patrick Grimes —grandson of Joan Brenner
Chris O’Shea nephew of Addie & Les Ebersole
Jeff Borkowski

Brian Farrell

Rob Farrell

Dustin Brown

Jeff Kotora

Guy Kotora

Brian Borkowski —nephew of the Borkowski's
Fabian Lopez—friend of Russell Domis

Darrin Brown —co-worker of Beth Meyer

David Haczyk —friend of Siclari's

Elizabeth Roslak—friend of Siclari's

Jon Griswold —brother-in-law of Heidi Griswold
Marc Artache —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache
Robert Bracero —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache

And our Missionaries :

Rev. Chuck and Jeanette Groth
LINC — NJ
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Happy Birthday to...

Daniel Bergfeldt 10/2
Alyssa Kotora 10/9
Adam Van Handel 10/10
Priscilla Seesman 10/11
Mary Ellen Brace 10/11
Loretta Dlugosz 10/11
Ruth Welter 10/12 .
Steven Brown 10/13 Happy Annlversary
Kyle James Griswold 10/13 to.....
Paige Ferriera 10/16
Carly Ferriera 10/16
Justin Salzer 10/16 Kurt & Michelle Carlson 10/3
Kevin Lo 10/17 Paul & Cathy Jordan 10/7
Jung Kim 10/18 Frans & Allison van Riemsdyk 10/9
Scott Oliva 10/18 David & Dale Petersen 10/9
Yvonne Siclari 10/20 Don & Kathy Cole 10/10
Anna Mallepalle 10/20 Grace & Yee Wong 10/11
Billy Bleistein 10/20 Peter & Donna Dooley 10/12
Jeffrey Brace 10/23 Kevin & Ceil Prenderville 10/15
Bill Bleistein 10/24  Sandy & Scott Wolven 10/16
Danielle Kim 10/25 David & Kathy Schulmeister 10/24
Nicole Stacy 10/26
Taryn McGrane 10/26
Pat Pryor 10/29
Brian Lo 10/29
Karen Scanlon 10/29
Alfred Grana 10/30
Steven Onorato 10/31
Dylan Seesman 10/31
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Most discontented people
live in a state of “if only.”
Rather than counting their
blessings, they play the “if
only” game.

“If only” we had our own home/a bigger home.
“If only” we could get out from under this pile
of debt.

“If only” our neighbors would move.

“If only” our friends were more fun/more

loyal/ more thoughtful.

“If only” my boss would appreciate me more.

Maybe you have an “if only” list. Perhaps you,
too, think that by making some external changes
your life would be all you want it to be. You'd be
content. Think about what the Apostle Paul said
about contentmentl know what it is to be in

need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have
learned the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want{Philippians
4:12). Paul said external conditions have nothing
to do with contentment. He said changing our
circumstances won't make a difference in our level
of contentment. He said, have learnedthe

secret of being content.”

What is that secret?l tan do everything through
Him Who gives me strengtliPhilippians 4:13).

When we depend on the Lord and place our trust in

Him, we can be content in all circumstances. We
won't need to dwell on “if only.” God’s grace
gives us the ability to persevere and even find joy
in life’s toughest situations. Like Corrie Ten
Boom. In her booKThe Hiding Placeshe relates
that she and her sister Betsy were sent to Nazi
concentration camps which were filled with filth,
disease, and pestilence. Their particular barracks
was infested with fleas, but, by God'’s grace, they
were able to see the blessings even in fleas.
Because of the fleas the German guards chose
to enter the barracks which allowed Corrie and
Betsy to gather the other ladies for Bible stadyl

’“

prayer. God’s Word sustained them in their time
of need. They didn’'t have an “if only” mentality.
Instead they followed Paul's admonition in 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18e joyful always; pray
continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.'Until

we find our rest in Christ we are going to continue

searching for contentment. The theologian
Augustine said, “Thou hast made us for Thyself,
God, and the heart of man is restless until itdind
its rest in Thee.” People or things will nevel fil
us. Only God’s presence will bring us
contentment.

(<1 1<=&

Will be opening soon!!

We are looking folGENTLY used
specialty items. Items that will be
accepted are Halloween costumes
holiday dresses, first communion,
and Easter dresses or suits. We
are looking for those dresses or suits that your
child only gets to wear once or twice and then the
have grown out of it, or you have no use for it.
These items must &L EAN and on hangers. (If
there are no tags in the item, please indicate the
size.)

\.

We will NOT accept every day wear.
NO jeans, tee shirts, turtle necks or
sweatshirts.

We will also accept GENTLY used winter coats.
These also need to be CLEAN and on hangers.

Those interested ffacquiring” items may come
and browse the “Kloset.” There will be a free will
offering if you are able to give something for the
items you are taking.

For more information, please contact Marie
Bergfeldt or Amber Brown.
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In the September
STAFF | wrote
about the history of
Spiritual Gift
Assessment here at
Good Shepherd
and the exciting
plans for a church
wide, “Spiritual
Gifts Update”. That time is now! The church has
purchased special materials to make this process
easier than ever. If the time commitment required
in the past kept you from pursuing this personal &
spiritual insight, then now is the right time for
you.

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit... But it is one and the same Spirit whosloe
all this; ...He gives a different gift to each
person.” [1 Corinthians 12:4&11]

Spiritual Gifts are a gift from God. (These aré no
the talents and skills we acquire over time.)
Knowing our gift(s) can help us find our passion
in life. Knowing our gift(s) can help us
understand our path with God. Don’t you want to
know what gifts God gave you?

Perhaps you took the Spiritual Gifts course when
it was first offered ten years ago, or perhaps you
took it as part of your new member class more
recently. We are asking all members of this
church who have not completed or updated their
gifts within the last two years to participate lmst
reassessment. As people, we grow and mature
over time. So too, do our Spiritual Gifts, and you
might be surprised to learn what changes have
occurred within you.

| have talked about why you should do this; now
let me tell you about how we will be doing this:
On October 11, a special Coffee Hour in the
Fellowship Hall will await you after both
services. A 13 page, self-guided booklet will be
distributed. Sit and relax at a table with your
booklet and answer the questions. When done,
tear apart the answer form for a guide to your
gifts. Need help or have a question? Pastor
Qualman & Stewardship Committee members
will be there to assist you. We want to make this
important assessment an easy process to
complete. Yes, it will take a small amount of
your time [approximately 1 or 1 & %2 hours]. No
you do not need to complete it all in one sitting.
We want to get you started on October 11, and
have all booklets returned back to the church by
early November. Age 15 + is invited to
participate in the process.

Here is some additional information you may
wish to know: This is not a Time & Talent
Commitment on your part. You do not need to
attend Pastor’s Adult Study Class in order to
participate. (Pastor designed his class to enhance
our understanding but it is not required.)

Yes, we want full church membership
participation. Each booklet has a retail cost of
$4.95 each; a free will basket will be available fo
any contributions to help defray the cost to the
church. This is free will, and is in no way
necessary to your very important participation in
this Spiritual Gifts Campaign.

Why is it so important for you to participate?
...because the Spirit is not stagnant!

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Loughman, Stewardship Chair
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If you are relatively new to the church or neved lize occasion to stop in before, feel free to jgn
between 9:15 am and 10:15 am when Sunday Schoosession. We meet in the Educational Wing.

Submitted by Eileen Loughman

Thank You for helping us with your free will offerings towdhour materials. We have met our goa
and then some. That will help with any future reetkds year.Thank You also for working with us
as we " tweak" our openings. | wanted to remind §@i the Sunday School envelopes will be give
out in the beginning of October. Last year MrsbplEaton helped your children make the 3 bank

Savings, Spending, & Giving. Please help yourdchge these banks as you enclose a donation

WELCOME BACK EVERYONE to The Sunday Adult Coffee Hour During Sunday
School (also known as The Adult Breakfast ClubpsMwe are starting ouf'§ear of serving up
coffee, tea, and fellowship to the parents, guasjiand adult visitors here during the Sunday
School Hour. Here you can meet & greet new peapleglax and catch-up with someone you
' haven't seen in a while. Many of us go off to Adstudy Classes at 9:30, and some of us stay
 behind just to talk and visit with friends. Doktiow anyone? No Problem! Most of us didn’t
know each other before coming here. This Coffeart®about FELLOWSHIP; making people
«. . feel comfortable. If we succeed, you will be mbkely to join us another time in the future.

y 1" #S %

WE ARE A KID FREE ZONE * For practical reasons, conversation flows mosiyan
adult topics with no children present. Childrerte&ns should be in clas$. This has never
applied to babies or toddlers. We define “Adutit Coffee Hour purposes as a Senior in High
School or older.)

WE ARE A SELF-SUPPORTING MINISTRY There is a “free will” basket for
donations. All of your money is used to suppbet toffee club with the purchase of supplies.
An accounting is provided.

PARENTS, FEED YOUR CHILDREN AT HOME We plan our supplies for the adults
use and any leftovers are put out at the end #oclfildren to take.

VOLUNTEERS MAKE US HAPPEN BY COMMITTING TO A SMALL PART OF THE
TASK Give Eileen your name, phone #, and emairesls. More Volunteers means less work
for everyone.Can’'t Commit — pitch in at clean-up time by washing a coffeegrdoreaking
down the table & chairs.

these Sunday School envelopes each week. Remembeing isEVERY Sunday in the
Fellowship Hall beginning &:15 am.
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October 3

October 4

October 11
October 14
October 18

November 2

November 6-7
November 10
November 14
November 22
November 25
November 29

December 5
December 12
December 13

December 24
December 25

FUTURE EVENTS
&' 8 (

Old Bridge Day

5:00 PM Saturday Worship Service Begins
Spiritual Gifts 9:30 AM

Men’s Bible Study Begins

Confirmation Learning event 6 — 8 PM
Women'’s Ministry Meeting after 10:30 service
Princess Retreat Leaders Planning Meeting
Congregational Meeting 3:30 — 5:30 PM

Parish Ed. Meeting

REVOLVE TOUR

Book Club — 7:30 PM in the Library
Craft Fair 10 — 4:00 PM

Loyalty Sunday

Thanksgiving Eve Service

New Member Sunday with Reception

Care Center Christmas Program

LYF Dinner Theatre — 6:30 PM

Sunday School Christmas Pageant

LYF Play 2:00 PM

Christmas Eve Worship Services at 7:30 and 11MO0 P
Christmas Day Celebration Service at10:30 AM

Church office will be closed on the following dat&xctober 12, November 26 & 27, December 24, 251& 3

Saturday, October® we will begin our Saturda;
evening Worship Service @ 5:00 PM
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The Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd

www.lc-goodshepherd.org
3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
732-679-8883
The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor

The Rev. Ben Mallepalle, Assistant Pastor

GS Children’s Center
732-679-8887
Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org

Worship Services
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday School at 9:15 AM

Bible Classes — 10:30 AM
Youth Fellowship Meetings"2 Sunday of
each month at 6:00 PM

Saturday Evening Services start on
October 3¢ @ 5:00 PM

The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd

3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge NJ 08857

God’s love at work here!
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