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One Christmas Eve, a man sat
in reflective silence in front of
the fireplace, pondering the
meaning of Christmas. “It
seems ridiculous to think that
God would become a human
being especially in the form of

a baby born to poor, unknown

parents. I'm sure that if God

really wanted to come down to earth, he would have
chosen some other way.” Suddenly, the man was
alerted from his thoughts by a strange sound coming
from outside his window. When he peered out, he
saw a small gaggle of geese frantically honking and
aimlessly flopping around in the snow. They
seemed dazed and confused. Apparently, they had
dropped out, in exhaustion from the flight
formations of a larger flock in their southern
migration. Moved to compassion, the man tried to
“shoo” the poor geese into his warm garage, but the
more he “shooed” them, the more panicked they
became.

AWORD
FROM THE

“If they’d only realized I'm trying to help themfie
thought to himself. “How can | make them
understand my genuine concern for them and their
safety?” It was then a thought came to him, “Hf fo
just a moment, | could become one of them, talk
their talk, and look like one of their own, they
would understand what | am trying to do for them
and save their lives!” In that moment, he

remembered Christmas and a smile came over th
face. Suddenly, the Christmas story made sense
no longer seemed like an absurd idea.

He discovered for himself in a powerfully persona

way, that God had become one of use to tell us, in

human terms and human flesh which we can all

understand, that God does love us, did come for us

to rescue us and to save us from our sin and
confusion.

In this season of Advent and Christmas, all ofnes a

invited once again to discover the ourselves, the
powerful notion of Immanuel, “God with us.” Only|

S
and

then can we genuinely sing with joy and enthusiasm

our Christmas Carols and Christmas hymns. Only
then can we have the Christmas peace knowing t
the Divine Savior has broken in our broken
existence to save and redeem us all!

May the Christmas season be a blessed opportun
accept the invitation to let Christmas come home {
you in a real and personal way as you realize for
yourself “to you a Savior has been given
who is Christ the Lord!”

Pastor Bill Qualman
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The new scrip program is going strong with a surplu
after just one month of close to $400.00. Best of
involved in order to help our Church. Have you gott
Although orders are promised for the first week of
planned early... a second order will surely be plac
those cards until the 22nd!! Get those orders in A

s added to the Building Fund

all people are joining and getting
en your order in for Christmas?
every month for those who have
ed for those of you who don't need
SAP as checks need to clear the

bank to be included.
Thank you to everyone who has gone online or ordere

d at the counter!

Won't you consider giving this a try?

Decemberis a
wonderful

month here at
GSCC. The

kids will be
performing at
our

annual
Christmas Show
on Saturday,
December 8 at 9:30 am, 11:00 am and 1:00 pm.
If you have the chance, you should come and
check out their singing, its sure to put you in the
Christmas state of mind. Their hard work really
pays off at this very "Hallmark Moment"
celebration of the season.

| would like to at this time wish to extend a very
Merry Christmas, and a happy, healthy New Ye
to everyone. | am very much looking forward to
the holidays, | have much to be grateful for, and
many reasons to celebrate. I look forward to
spending time with my family and friends during
this magical time of year.

Please remember to help the less fortunate duri
Christmas, whether they have 2 legs or four leg
it will make you feel better.

Lorraine Campo, Director
GSCC
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January Book Club
Tuesday, January 12, 2010
7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. in the Church Library

have a little faith |
by Mitch Albom

What if our beliefs were not  \\hen difficult things happen: what heaven is;
what divided us, butwhat itermarriage; forgiveness; doubting God: and the]
pulled us together? importance of faith in trying times. Althoegtsthe t
. . . prayers and histories are different, Albonobegins {
E&ﬁ'if?el;gtf g:ea;ﬂ}fm;mh realize a striking unity between the two wutlds - a
) y indeed, between beliefs everywhere.
written story of a remarkable

eight year journey between

L faiths, two communities —  {hg |ast request and writes the eulogy. Anltyhe fina
that will inspire readers everywhere. understands what both men had been teachimgy al
the profound comfort of believing in sometamg big

Albom’s first nonfiction book since Tuesdaysiwith Mo than yoursel.

was published twelve years ago, Have A Little Faith

begins with an unusual request: an 82-yeai-blshmabb 1156 3 Little Faith is a book about a life’s; prpaise
Albom’s old hometown asks him to deliver his eulogy losing belief and finding it again; about ehspdikn
inside us all. It is one man’s journey, bidryame’s

Feeling unworthy, Albom insists on understanding the story

man better, which throws him back into a wituld of f
he’d left years ago. Meanwhile, closer to his curre
home, Albom becomes involved with a Detreitgpastor
reformed drug dealer and convict — who prethehes to
poor and homeless in a decaying church wiih isshole
roof. | "

Moving between their worlds, Christian and Jewish, #$
African-American and white, impoverished andowell-t % &
Mitch observes how these very different mefagmploy " #

similarly in fighting for survival: the olddyasuhbbi, .
embracing it as death approaches; the younggty inne .\ ) .
pastor relying on it to keep himself and hisitbat.ch

As America struggles with hard times and people tur Contact Jamie Toth o
more to their beliefs, Mitch and the two men of God  (i2mie.marie.toth@gmail.copor Marie in the

explore issues that perplex modern man: hoveto endu Office (marie@Ic-goodshepherd.gigyou are
interested in leading a future Book Club meeting

or are looking for one of the previous books

In the end, as the rabbi nears death and artiarsh wi
two worlds —two men, tWO  hreatens the pastor's wobbly church, Alboaffiadly f
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Submitted by Laurie Burke

In 1% place as | write are the Pin Heads, closely fadldvy Nothing2Spare and Keep ol
Rollin. Bob Hahl has done some great bowling laads high game with a 258. Carol
Hahl leads the women with a 212. Our big Christagy at the Alleys is on Monday
December 2%, come see who bowls a strike and gets thgrab bag gift. Come enjoy
our snacks and goodies. Come and cheer us infdeheYear.

BLESSED CHRISTMAS FROM THE GOOD SHEPHERD BOWLING LE AGUE!

Christmas is a very busy time for all of us, batlour “offices” (wherever you may
work), and at home. Getting ready for the holigat times, exhausting. In the
church office there are extra bulletins to be fied, all the end of the year stuff tha
needs to be done, and the new year agenda’s tafeds Choirs have extra music
to prepare. At home there is shopping to be domekies to be baked, cards to be
mailed, and decorating the house, inside and out.

Every year, we take out all the decorations whawehbeen collected from year to
year. As we take each one out, there are memaittiashed to them. Jenn, Pete
and Dan all have their “First Christmas” ornameridgve and | have our First
Christmas together ornament. Our grand-daughssiot, has her first Christmas
ornament. The stockings that are hung have mematiached to them as well.
We remember traditions which have been passed dtmwngeneration to
generation.

My family, being Norwegian, celebrated ChristmagEW hat was our “big” day
and night. We would get up early, my Bestemar (@naother), would usually make her hot chocolatkis T
was not your usual hot chocolate. She would firstt the hard chocolate, then add whole milk andesbeavy
cream. This would just simmer for a while, and llitiwas simmering, she would make real whippezhor.
No canned whipped cream would top her hot chocolaty dad would be busy making the dinner. (et
to cook). Mom would be setting the table. Ak thest linens, china and crystal was used. Famulyld start
coming and dinner would be served. After dinnes aerved and the dishes were all cleaned, (by -hanad
dishwasher in our house) it was time to sit aradlthe Christmas story. The story was read angssaere
sung at the right time. O Little Town of Bethlehefwvay in a Manger, We Three Kings, etc. We hadinhg
Glade Jul (Silent Night), and do the traditionahda around the Christmas tree, with the clappiogyihg and
curtsey (A Jul med din glede -- all those Scandaravwill know this one). We would open our g#isd
throw the wrapping paper in the pile of the midadfe¢he floor. After all this we would sit arounket table for
desserts, and of course, more singing. This tim@&s the 12 days of Christmas. (My father wasagiwthe
Partridge in a Pear Tree.) In all those yeasmgfing the 12 Days of Christmas, | never knewtthe
meaning of the song. It's Christian roots. Orc&maber 18, the Sunday School will have their Christmas
Pageant. | hope you all have a chance to heatt #8torigin of the 12 days of Christmas. | knowill never
sing this again without remembering the true megoithe song.

In His Service, Marie
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A huge thank you to all of the many people who veorko get our First Annual
Craft Festival up and running! We had a very sasfté day with many visitors dropping by to shoplan
browse, as well as many of our own congregatidnals a great opportunity to gather. Thank yodcall
stopping by and showing your support!

We had a Good Shepherd Shop for crafts that weratdd by each crafter and church members. We
certainly have a blessed group of talented wonWe.also had a light breakfast, a delicious lunch
prepared by Abby Eaton and Linda and Dan Cinquedr&ur bakery table was laden with many
delightful pies, cakes and cookies that were bdlkedur many volunteers! Our profit for the dayswa
over $1,100.00 and will be matched by Thrivent!

| would like to thank everyone involved and knowttlyour generosity of time and talents is a blegaimd

each one of you were the reason for making out Rmgual Craft Festival a big success!

Maureen Puricelli

Marie Bergfeldt
Dave Bergfeldt
Mardell Bonfiglio
Charlie Breitweiser
Amber Brown
Laurie Burke
Gloria Carias

Dan Cinquegrana
Linda Cinquegrana
Carol Cunningham
Tom Doukas

Abby Eaton

**x% .. Coordinator

Gayle Ferreira
Amy Ford

Linda Gustafson
Carol Hahl
Sonya Hansen
Sue Hawley
Kathy Hogan
June Hullings
Doreen Humiston
Joanne Jocus
Carol Kershaw
Jack McGrade

Beth Ann Meyer
Jill O'Connor
Elizabeth Pederson
Pat Pryor

Toni Pryor

Lauren Puricelli
Maureen Puricelli****
Lisa Qualman
Justin Salzer
Adrianna Salzer
Mary Ann Turk
LYF




By Amber Brown, Coordinator of Christian Education

“For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given...

And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah
9:6)

In all the hustle and bustle of the holidays, oae c
quickly forget the significance of giving gifts.

Standing on line for what seems like hours, grumpy

store clerks, going into debt for that one giftttba-
and-so jushadto have, staying up late wrapping
gifts, hiding the gifts that were just wrapped from

peeking eyes, lugging out the wrapped gifts toglac

under the tree, figuring out the one mysterious gif

with an omitted name tag and to whom it belongs...

Whew! | haven't even started my Christmas
shopping and already I'm exhausted!

Even with all of that, it is still fun giving giftsThe

enthusiasm and excitement on one’s face when they
receive a gift that you have made or purchased is a

gift unto itself. | imagine that is how God felten
He sent Jesus to earth for us. Jesus, the one and
only perfect gift. Jesus, for without whom, we
would not have eternal life. Jesus: Emmanuel,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

Is Jesus all these things to you... and more? Is He

Emmanuel? Wonderful Counselor? Mighty God?
Everlasting Father? Prince of Peace? Emmanuel,
meaning God with us, is found in Scripture in I&aia
7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and beaom s
and shall call his name Emmanuel.” Butin a
contemporary context, | look at Emmanuel, God
with us, as a daily, sometimes hourly, meditation.
How many times in a day are you confronted with
guestions, concerns, doubts, fears, choices,
rejection, criticism, ridicule....Is God your
Emmanuel-God with you-in those times? On the

flip side, how many times in a day are you blessed,

loved, praised, prayed over, confirmed,
celebrated...Do you keep God with you in all
circumstances and give Him the honor, praise and

glory He deserves? 1 Thess. 5:18 says to “give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's vat
you in Christ Jesus.” Do you give Him thankslh
circumstances? Even in these times, is He your
Wonderful Counselor? The one you go to for
advice, encouragement, guidance, direction? Is H
the one you seek in times of trouble and insecirity
When is He your Mighty God? Your Everlasting
Father? Your Prince of Peace?

As we approach this holy Christmas season, let u
remember that the true gift of Christmas is Jesus
and celebrate that gift openly and freely.
Remember Him as you stand in line for the
umpteenth time to buy gifts. Remember Him in
your office to the friend who seems to have no
hope. Remember Him before your family as you
praise Him forall of your circumstances.
Remember Him as your Mighty God who is mighty
to save, might to heal, mighty to redeem when yol
feel like all hope is gone. Remember Him as your
Everlasting Father if your earthly father is nottwi
you this Christmas. Remember Him as your Pring
of Peace when your spirit is distracted and in
turmoil. Remember Him. Celebrate Him.
Celebrate the gift of Jesus.
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Those Recovering

Pastor Ben Mallepalle

Marianne Krawiec

Pay Pyror

Jamie Toth

Michael Junco

Olivia Rae Vargas —niece of Sue Hawley

Those in Nursing Homes

Tom Qualman
Emmy Moore —sister of Katrina Clapsis
Leela Mallepalle

Those who arambhut-

Marion Morgan
Joan Brenner
Josie Schubert mother of Mary Artache

Those with Other Needs

Nicole Stacy

Jesse Blajek -son of Judy Yohannan

Margaret Yager — Mother of Barbara Yager

Dawn Nolan —niece of Dave & Marie Bergfeldt

Olivia Rae Vargas —niece of Sue Hawley

Gloria Carias

Ruth Gunderson—mother of Lynn Hughes

Ray Monel—father of Barbara Di Maggio

Jake Johnson grandson of Pastor &
Georgeann

Gregory Pryor —brother of Patrick Pryor

Vincent Siclari, Jr. —brother of Ed Siclari

Terry Hayes —mother of Laurie Burke

Eric Brown —son of Amber and Steve

Dylan Brown —grandson of Hatcliffes

Margaret Wrigley —suffering with arthritis
Michael Troutman — son of Child Care
Teacher

Those Struggling with Cancer

Vinny Campo —husband of Care Center Director
Elaine Bosco sister of RoseMarie Staudinger
Laurie Burke
Kathy Hogan
Laurie Troutman — daughter of Child Care
Teacher
Marie Giacomini — mother of Bill Burke
Peggy DeMarco —friend of the Kotora
Family
Joseph Spinelli Hriend of Toni & Pat Pryor
Debbie Pryor— cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor
Kathy Hill — friend of Pryors

Karen Ollivierre , daughter of Barbara Wittig

Those in the Military

George F. Hawley, Jr — nephew of Sue Hawley
Nelson Junco -nephew of Millie Junco

Patrick Grimes —grandson of Joan Brenner
Chris O’Shea -nephew of Addie & Les Ebersole
Jeff Borkowski

Brian Farrell

Rob Farrell

Dustin Brown

Jeff Kotora

Guy Kotora

Brian Borkowski —nephew of the Borkowski's
Fabian Lopez—friend of Russell Domis

Darrin Brown —co-worker of Beth Meyer

David Haczyk —friend of Siclari's

Elizabeth Roslak—friend of Siclari’s

Jon Griswold —brother-in-law of Heidi Griswold
Marc Artache —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache
Robert Bracero —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache

Please review the list, and let Marie k
are any changes. Thank You

NOW




Happy Birthday to...

Patrick Bowen
Kaitlin Jordan
Tyler Salzer
Demetrius Pate
Katherine Bowen

The Staffis published monthly

1 for members and friends of
Happy Ann|Versary The Lutheran Church of
to the Good Shepherd.

Laurie & Bill Burke 12/19

12/01
12/02
12/03
12/04
12/07

Cara Jeanne DiMaggio 12/08

Susannah Rutan
Kelly Doran
Ed Siclari

Allison van Riemsdyk

Andrew Cecil
Richard Toth
Alexis Dill

Brigitte Meitzner
Emilou Eck

Nicole Onorato
Priscilla Seesman
Joan Gibson
Samantha Messler
Danielle Nathanson
Daniel Onorato
William Ahrberg
Patrick Cole
Christine McGrade
Miriam Nieves
Valerie Tietchen
Christian Hawley
Joan HabinowskKi
Tom Jocus
Anthony Onorato

12/08
12/09
12/11

12/12
12/12

12/13 pecember 11th— We will attend the Lost

12/14 & Found concert in Flemington, NJ. We
12/14 plan to leave the church by 5:30pm. You
12/14 Mmust sign-up for tickets so we can order
12/15 them accordingly.

12/15)anuary 29-31st - New Jersey District
12/15Winter Youth Gathering: All registration
12/1§ue by December 13th. Listen to the

announcements and watch your e-mail for
12/ 1 74etails.

12/18 .
12/21 February 12th — The LYF will throw a
Valentine’s Day Party for children age
12/23 Kindergarten through 6th grade. This
12/24event will be conducted as a babysitting
12/24 service for parents attending the Marriage
12/26 Renewal event that evening.
12/26 _ :
12/27Watch for more details regarding the
Spring LYF Stage Production. We are
12/29 bringing back the LYF Play this Spring.
12/31 Try-outs will be scheduled for
January/Februangsubmitted by Beth
Meyer

3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge, NJ 08857

Phone (732) 679-8883
Fax (732) 679-8996
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Pastor

Rev. William A. Qualman
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Ic-goodshepherd.org
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Rev. Ben Mallepalle
ebmallepalle@yahoo.com

Coordinator of Christian
Education

Mrs. Amber Brown
Amber@
Ic-goodshepherd.org

Admin. Assistant
Mrs. Marie Bergfeldt
marie@Ic-goodshepherd.or

Organist & Sr Choir
Director
Mr. Greg Ricca

Bell & Youth Choir Director
Mrs. Amber Brown

GS Children’s Center
Director

Mrs. Lorraine Campo
(732) 679-8887
gscc@lc-goodshephed.org

Sexton
Frank Lylo

Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Norman L. Johnso
revdrj46@ peoplepc.com




Submitted by Pat Pryor

Throughout Scripture, everyone who

has come into the presence of the Lord

has been in awe of Him and has adored

Him. Think of Moses and the burning

bush. Quietly watching over his father-
in-law’s sheep, Moses saw a bush on

fire but not being consumed. When

God spoke to Moses telling him to

remove his shoes, Moses realized who

was speaking, arfdMoses hid his face,
because he was afraid to look at Gd@&xodus
3:6). But he listened and spent 40 years showing
adoration to God by obediently leading God’s
people according to God’s direction.

Isaiah writes about the vision through which God
called him to be His prophét:saw the Lord . . .
high and exalted . . . [and the angels] were cglin
to one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
Almighty.” His reaction was to confess his
sinfulness and, like Moses, to adore God by
answering His questiofiWhom shall | send?”

with “Here am |. Send me!{Isaiah 6:1-8).

This is the Christmas season, and we cannot help
but think of the Wise Men, too, who came in
search of the newborn King, bringing their gifts
and bowing before Him in adoration. Matthew
2:11 records;On coming to the house, they saw

| would like to take this opportunity to thank eyene for their pie orders in November. We soldrd@@
pies which allowed us to double our profit for Novger. We earned $285!

Please keep in mind this is a monthly program whiétws you to simply order online from an order
sheet that | place in your in-mail system. As alsvae are looking for volunteers to pack up orders
when the truck delivers the foodPlease call Dani Sloan with any questions — 732684

DID YOU KNOW?? that Market Day earned extra money on pies thss pionth and | know first
hand just how scrumptious those pies are! THANKUWtO Danny and all the VOLUNTEERS who
assist monthly with Market Day sales and distribuiti

the Child with His mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshipped HimAnd
they offered to the Christ Child the gifts
they had brought for Hinfgifts of gold and
of incense and of myrrh.”

The shepherds adored Him, too. They

heard about Jesus from the angels as they,

sat outdoors watching their sheep and ran

Bethlehem to see the Christ Child. They
didn’t have gifts to bring as the Magi did, butyhe
too, responded in adoration. Luke writd&hen
they had seen Him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this
Child, and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to ther(Cuke 2:17-18).

God gives gifts to each of us and uses us tohell t
Good News of the birth of His Son Who came to
bring us forgiveness of sins and life eternal. 8om
of us, like the Wise Men, are blessed with
monetary gifts to be used to support mission and
ministry. Others of us are more like the shepherg
able to“spread the word concerning what [we]
have been told . . . about this Child.By God’s
grace, all of us can respond in faithful obedietace

God’'s Word. In these ways, we adore our Saviot.

o
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S - DID YOU KNOW ?? that the Children's Center raised over $31@wards our
Church families in need Thanksgiving Fund! That waselcome addition to what
_ our church families gave to the Thanksgiving baskgtANK YOU Children's
Center Families.

Remember opening EVERY Sunday in the Fellowship Hall beginning at15 am.

Did you ever wonder what the song "The 12 Dayshuis®mas" is all about? Find out as the Sunday
School presents their Christmas Pageant “the 12 BDhghristmas" on Sunday Decembe¥ &8 the
10:30 Service. There will be a coffee hour aftedgarPlease sign up to bake cookies and help with s
up and cleanup. We will have Sunday School on Bieez 28", but there will beNO Sunday School on
December 2.

%P sSoRSs

by Paulette Hacker Chairman, Mission Committee

As in the past, our limit is $25.00 for each perfmrthe regular Angels. This is to
ensure that each member of a family gets a gégofl value.

PLEASE REMEMBER ... put your name and telephone on the list nexotary

Angel's numberDON'T tape down the Angels (they are removed before being

distributed) and bring your gift badéO LATER than December 13to allow
time for distribution. If the gift is not receivdyy that date, someone from the
Missions Committee will have to take the time tosfor the gift.

v(
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FUTURE EVENTS

Saturday Evening Services @ 5:00 PM -- December &, 19

There will be NO Saturday Services on
December 26and January 2.

December 3 Tree Decorating at 7:00 PM

December 5 Care Center Christmas Program

December 6 Choir Practice from 9:15 — 10:15 — irhe Music Room

December 6 LYF meet — 6:00 — 8:00 PM

December 13  Sunday School Christmas Pageant at 10:30 serwodéfee hour to follow
December 21 Service @ Reform Home @ 6:00 PM

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Services at 7:30 and 11M0 P

December 25  Christmas Day Celebration Service at 10:30 AM

December 31 New Years Eve Worship Service 7:30 PM

Church office will be closed on the following dates December 24, 25 & 31

Saturday Evening Services @ 5:00 PM -- January 486, 23, 30

[]] #

Marie will be on vacation from January 4 — 11, 2010
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The Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd

www.lc-goodshepherd.org
3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
732-679-8883
The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor

The Rev. Ben Mallepalle, Assistant Pastor

GS Children’s Center
732-679-8887
Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org

Worship Services
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday School at 9:15 AM

Bible Classes at 9:30 AM

Youth Fellowship Meetings®1 Sunday of
each month at 6:00 PM

Saturday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM

Christmas Eve Services
December 24" at 7:30PM & 11:00 PM

Christmas Day Service at 10:30 AM
New Year's Eve Service —
December 3% at 7:30 PM

The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd

3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge NJ 08857

God’s love at work here!
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