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“THE NEW YEAR—READY OR NOT”

Henny Youngman told the
story of being thrown out of
an antique store. He
explained, “All I did was walk
in and ask, ‘What’s new?””
It's a little too early to be
asking you what is new in

2010, isn't it? Most of us are

/—\ still anticipating the year to

come. Some are looking forward with high hopes
and optimistic expectations. Others sense tha¢ the
is little possibility for anything to really change

AWORD
FROM THE

I’'m sure that some things will come to us in thevne
year as expected while other things will happen to
surprise us. There will be chances to say “Hello”
and “goodbye”, “I love you” and “get lost”, “I'm
sorry” and “that’s okay”. There will be plenty of
“shoulds” and “ought’s”. There will be new
illnesses, new medicines, new arguments over old
stuff and old arguments over new stuff. There will
be another Easter and another Christmas, there will
be mistakes and there will be learning experiences,
and there will be births and there will be deaths.

It's so important for us to have a clear
understanding of God and his relationship to us and
ours to him, if we are going to meet the year ahead
as the faithful and confident people of God.
Otherwise we are destined to be people tossed to
and fro by each and every wind and wave that lifts
us up or smashes us to the ground. That's not the
life style God has intended or equipped us to live.

The people of God are intended to be people who
are moving and progressing through it all with a
sense of purpose and destiny.

For many people, it is hard to think of a new year

this way — that it is rung on the ladder which G&d

using to complete his purposes and his design for
our salvation, while drawing us closer to him.

His love for you is not some kind of sugar- sweet,
warm fluff. It is a love that will sometimes les u
fall flat on our faces, so that we may feel the
strength of his arms and faithfulness lifting us uip
is a love that will let us learn lessons of compass
and forgiveness.

Sometimes the lessons he would have us learn are
like the one a little boy’s father taught him orseyd
The boy was constantly late coming home for
dinner. His father warned him if it happened agail
he would get nothing but bread and water for
dinner. Sure enough, he was late again. When he
sat down at the table there was his plate witleaepi
of bread and a glass of water beside it. He loated
his father’s plate which was full of his motheras
cooking. The boy felt crushed and ashamed. After
a few minutes, still without speaking, the father
took the boy’s plate — place it in front of himself
Then he took his own plate heaping with good hot
food and put it in front of his son. When the boy
grew older, he would smile when he remembered
that day and would say, “All my life | have known
what God is like by what my father did that night.”

—




On the first day of this new year, we have no idkea
what the year will bring — whether the days will be

productive or painful, the nights restless or
refreshing. But have faith! Through it all, the

blessings of God will be with you in and through it
alll He has put his son among us who redeemed us

and we are his!

Pastor Bill Qualman

Good Shepherd Children’s Center

Happy New Year!!!
Hope you all had a
wonderful holiday
season, | definitely
did. I loved every
minute of it....seems
like it takes so long to get here and its
gone in the blink of an eye. Now that
things have settled down after the busy
holiday season. GSCC is turning its sights
on the new school year already preparing
for our annual Open House on Saturday,
January 16, 2010 from 9 am to 1 pm. |
sent out 5000 post cards targeting five
area zip codes, specifically with younger
children

living in the house hoping that they are
looking for a quality education for their
little ones. If you know of anyone who is
looking for a school for their child or

WHAT'S NEW AT SCHOOL

children please have them call the school
and speak to me or join us at the Open
House. It's a nice day, new parents and
returning parents get to tour the school,
meet with teachers who talk about their
goals for the 2010-2011 school year, and
they get to see the classrooms and also
familiarize themselves with each room, the
playground and where the

lunchroom and the bathrooms are. It's a
day we look forward to each year, won't
you help us make it a huge success by
passing along the date. We invite the
church members to come as well if you
would like to look around and talk to us
as well. Hope we see you there!

Lorraine Campo, Director
GSCC

From the Alleys

Submitted by Laurie Burke

We had a great time at our Bowling Christmas partyext month | will let
you know who won the®ihalf of the 2009/2010 bowling season. There deaeams vying for this
position as | write, who will accomplish this featheck here next month and find out!

EXTRA! EXTRA!

Congratulations to Wayne Krawiec

who bowled a 300--a perfect game
on Monday 12/21/09!

Late breaking news!




JOIN US FOR THIS BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION

S January Book Club
: Tuesday, January 12, 2010

T | 7:30 p.m. — 9:00 p.m. in the Church Library
haveativierin | have alittle faith, by Is there a Christian book you have to
4 Mitch Albom recommend? There is a different leader for
o 4 each Book Club meeting, so why not

Mark your calendars for recommend a book, and lead a session!
Future Book Club dates:

) ) Contact Jamie Toth
March 9 - Linda Gustafson Leading (jamie.marie.toth@gmail.conor Marie in the
May 11 - TBD office (marie@Ic-goodshepherd.diifjyou are
interested in leading a future Book Club meeting
or are looking for one of the previous books.

NEW EVERY MORNING

Submitted by Pat Pryor

It's a new year. Not only do we turn overStEWﬂdehip ,
calendar. For many, a new year brings Report \
such an optimistic view. 7

a pagdle calendar, we begin a whole new
promisensve start, but many don’t have

The bills from over-spending at Christmas
money now than there was a month ago. 7~
along-with guy he was before. Then there’s thédjamo of the extra ten pounds
you put on due to all the goodies you _ consumedneNd this is new. The calendar
may say January 2010, but only the date is ' new.

are sigutio come in, and there’s no more
Your bostdllithe same old hard-to-get-

Even the Preacher of Ecclesiastes moaned thatdmerdhing new.What has been will be again, what has
been done will be done again; there is nothing nader the sun’(Ecclesiastes 1:9).

Jeremiah, the “Weeping Prophet,” had his trouldes tHe wrote, Fremember my affliction and my
wandering, the bitterness and the gall. | well eenbber them, and my soul is downcast within me”
(Lamentations 3:19-20). But Jeremiah had anotbespgective, one that we should adopt as well. diews
those words with;Yet this will | call to mind, and therefore | hav®pe: Because of the Lord’s great love we
are not consumed, for His compassions never Tidiey are new every morning; great is Your faithégkt
(Verses 21-23).

Instead of looking around us at our circumstancassade ourselves where there is no hope or iaipm, let
us look at God’s unfailing compassion and His biegswhich He pours out on us daily. Let us spaumd
prayer time in thanks for all He has done for us provided for us, rather than in lamenting ourngsstate.
Let us look to His wisdom to manage His gifts tarua wiser manner so that we might please Himkandf
service in His Kingdom. Especially let us thankrHor the gift of forgiveness and the new startgiees us
minute by minute.




“A NEW LIFE OF CHANGE"

By Amber Brown, Coordinator of Christian Education

CHRISTIAN
EDUCCITION

Typically, the New Year
launches new attitudes,

proposals, promises and
resolutions...some which are

well intentioned (1 will read

my Bible every day) and other,

that are rather superficial (I will never eat chiate
again!) We all want to start the New Year off
“right”...a chance for a fresh start. But why do we
wait for the calendar to tell us to make some
changes or to start anew? God'’s calendar does not
go by months...his mercies are new every day
(Lamentations 3:23) and every time we come to
Him in repentance, He grants us forgiveness, right
then and there- not three months and twelve days
after we've confessed. As humans, we feel that a
fresh start to our lives is the prescription foacte.
But as Christians, that prescription for change is
weekly, daily, sometimes hourly. How often have
we committed and confessed a sin, only to do it
again moments later? The Lord is constantly
working change in our lives and it doesn't start on
January 1. It starts when we commit our lives to
Him and to living His will and His commands.
Forgiveness is the gift we can open daily if wechee
to, and as we accept that gift, we are committing t
change and to a fresh start.

Most of you have heard the phrase- “the only thing
constant is change”...How true that is and how I'm
seeing it in my own life as | get older and raise a
family. Nothing stays the same. What a blessing
this is, as children of God, that we don'’t stay the
same. Could you imagine how immature and petty
we would be if we approached life with the
mentality of a 3 year old? What if we never grew
up? What if we never learned? What if we never
moved on? Change happens as a natural
progression of life but also as a constant and ever
present teacher that we must grow up, learn and
move on. Life circumstances either “make or break
you” but these are the teaching moments of lif¢ tha
will help you on your road of changéiow will

you handle it when you lose your job? What will
happen if your child is diagnosed with a dreadful

disease? How will it affect you
when your marriage breaks up
because of infidelity?

Nobody likes strife and strain in
their lives but consider that these
, are the moments when the Lord
beckons you to Him so that your pain, your pressyre
and, ultimately, your change occur in Him. What
mercy we receive at His feet when we go to Him
totally and utterly broken. There is no timetatole
this- life’s difficulties aren’t all scheduled fdine
first day of the year. But as we grow, learn and
move on- and yes, ag change- we can cope with
our life changes and know that there is peace, grace
and forgiveness with our King. He knows where
we need to be changed and He has a plan for that
change. Our part comes when we trust that our
Father knows best.

May you approach this New Year of Change with
confidence, excitement, anticipation and growth as
you come closer to becoming the person God
created you to be. Remember that the “New Year’
for a Christian is everyday...forgivenassa fresh
start.

January 29-31st - New Jersey District Winter
Youth Gathering: All registration due by December
13th. Listen to the announcements and watch your
e-mail for details.

February 14th — The LYF will throw a Valentine’s
Day Party for children age Kindergarten through
6th grade. This event will be conducted as a
babysitting service for parents attending the
Marriage Renewal event that evening.

Watch for more details regarding the Spring LYF
Stage Production. We are bringing back the LYF
Play this Spring. Try-outs will be scheduled for
January/Februarysubmitted by Beth Meyer




Those Recovering

Pastor Ben Mallepalle

Marianne Krawiec

Pay Pyror

Jamie Toth

Michael Junco

Olivia Rae Vargas —niece of Sue Hawley

Those in Nursing Homes

Tom Qualman
Emmy Moore —sister of Katrina Clapsis
Leela Mallepalle

Those who are Shut-in

Marion Morgan
Joan Brenner
Josie Schubert mother of Mary Artache

Those with Other Needs

Nicole Stacy

Jesse Blajek -son of Judy Yohannan

Margaret Yager — Mother of Barbara Yager

Dawn Nolan —niece of Dave & Marie Bergfeldt

Olivia Rae Vargas —niece of Sue Hawley

Gloria Carias

Ruth Gunderson—mother of Lynn Hughes

Ray Monel—father of Barbara Di Maggio

Jake Johnson grandson of Pastor &
Georgeann

Gregory Pryor —brother of Patrick Pryor

Vincent Siclari, Jr. —brother of Ed Siclari

Terry Hayes —mother of Laurie Burke

Eric Brown —son of Amber and Steve

Dylan Brown —grandson of Hatcliffes

Margaret Wrigley —suffering with arthritis

Michael Troutman — son of Child Care
Teacher

Those Struggling with Cancer

Vinny Campo —husband of Care Center Director
Elaine Bosco sister of RoseMarie Staudinger
Laurie Burke
Kathy Hogan
Laurie Troutman — daughter of Child Care
Teacher
Marie Giacomini — mother of Bill Burke
Peggy DeMarco —friend of the Kotora
Family
Joseph Spinelli Hriend of Toni & Pat Pryor
Debbie Pryor— cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor
Kathy Hill — friend of Pryors

Karen Ollivierre , daughter of Barbara Wittig

Those in the Military

George F. Hawley, Jr — nephew of Sue Hawley
Nelson Junco -nephew of Millie Junco

Patrick Grimes —grandson of Joan Brenner
Jeff Borkowski

Brian Farrell

Rob Farrell

Dustin Brown

Jeff Kotora

Guy Kotora

Brian Borkowski —nephew of the Borkowski's
Fabian Lopez—friend of Russell Domis

Darrin Brown —co-worker of Beth Meyer

David Haczyk —friend of Siclari’s

Elizabeth Roslak—friend of Siclari’s

Jon Griswold —brother-in-law of Heidi Griswold
Marc Artache —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache
Robert Bracero —nephew of Julio & Mary Artache

Please review the list, and let Marie know if there
are any changes. Thank You
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5 @ ANNIVERSARIES

Happy Birthday to...

Adam Lo

Christina Sereda
Candace Riggs
Andrew Junco
Donna Dooley

Amy Ford

Jason Cocklin
Kevin Prenderville
Christopher Hellriegel
Katie Hellriegel
Matthew Qualman
Douglas Kim

Alyxa Olsen

David Schulmeister
Katherine O'Connor
Robert Ohliger
Erika Meitzner

Kim Raba

Joseph George Kotora

Edward Siclari
Edward Siclari

Kirsten Cox

Kathy Schulmeister
Wayne Borkowski
Leela Mallepalle
Christine Kim

Paul Garg

Josceline Marie Skrok

1/01
1/04
1/04

1/05
1/06
1/07
1/07
1/08

1/08

1/08
1/09

1/10

1/11
1/12
1/13

1/16

1/17

1/17
1/18

1/18

1/18

1/21
1/23

1/24
1/25
1/25
1/27
1/27

Barbara Freeborn 1/28

Brendan van Riemsdyk 1/28
Arthur Staudinger 1/28
Jessica Shipley 1/28
Jessica Messler 1/28
Kathleen Ruckdeschel 1/28
Allyson Gonzalez 1/29
Jessica Van Handel 1/29
Dereck Matthews 1/29
Ruth Culmone 1/30
Carol Hahl 1/31
Alicia DeSena 1/31
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FUTURE EVENTS

Saturday Evening Services at 5:00 PM -- January 9,6, 23, 30

JANUARY 2010

Marie will be on vacation from January 4 - 11, 2010

January 10 New Member Sunday

January 12 Book Club at 7:30 pm in the Library

January 14 Leadership Meeting at 8:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
January 17 Princes Retreat Planning Meeting after 10:30 service
January 18 Worship & Music Meeting at 7:00 PM

January 24 Last Day for Princess Retreat Sign Up

January 24 Women’s Ministry Event at 2:00 PM

January 29-31 Administrative Board Retreat

January 31 Winter Youth Gathering

Saturday Evening Services at 5:00 PM — February 6,3, 20, 27
FEBRUARY 2010

February 13 Marriage Renewal & Dinner after Saturday Evening Service
February 13 LYF Baby Sitting for Renewal Dinner

February 17 Ash Wednesday, Service at 7:30 PM

February 18 Administrative Board Meeting at 7:30 PM

February 27-28 Princess Retreat

First Communion Classes Begin — Letters to go out the end of January

March 14,2010  First Communion Sunday at 10:30 service

Lenten Services at 7:30 pm

February 24; March 3, 10, 17, 24,

March 28 — Palm Sunday

April 1 Maundy Thursday, April 2, Good Friday,

April 4 -- Easter Sunday — Services at 7:30 am and 10:30 am




The Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd

www.lc-goodshepherd.org
3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge, NJ 08857
732-679-8883
The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor

The Rev. Ben Mallepalle, Assistant Pastor

GS Children’s Center
732-679-8887
Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org

Worship Services
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday School at 9:15 AM

Bible Classes at 9:30 AM

Youth Fellowship Meetings®1 Sunday of
each month at 6:00 PM

Saturday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM

The Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd

3139 County Road 516
Old Bridge NJ 08857

God’s love at work here!




