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The season of Lent lasts more than six weeks.  But all of it focuses on a scene that takes 
place at its very end.  That scene is the death of Jesus.  Indeed, the entire Christian 
religion focuses upon that fact.  The Christian Gospel is called the preaching of the 
cross.  The Sacrament of Holy Communion recalls Christ’s death.  Death means a 
stoppage of life.  What is edifying in that, to ponder death?  Christians ask that question 
with special reason, for they attach an even stronger significance to death; it means the 
stoppage of life from God.  Why should we spend more than six weeks, and why should 
we devote our every worship, to pondering that death? 

 
We ponder it because the death of Jesus Christ is our life.  Life means living out in the world and loving 
those who are near to us and being together in the companionship with friends and with the church.  Life 
is important when we face the shift from this present world to the one to come.  But life as God would 
have us think about it means more than that.  Life in God’s Word means the life of God.  God’s Word 
calls us to think under the surface of things.  On the surface God takes care of the world – “seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”  But God wants us to look 
under the surface of things – of God and of ourselves. 
 
God had a purpose with the death of Christ.  That purpose was part of God’s own nature and self.  That 
purpose concerned each of us.  “But God commended his love toward us in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more, then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through him.”  (Ro. 5:8-9) 
 
That is why we think about Christ and his death in these days.  The great God and Father has commended 
his love to us, constructed a sign and token that he will always be for us and not against us; that he will 
not leave us or forsake us.  Here is the proof and the sign of that love – Jesus, dying on the cross that we 
might be saved.   
 
So in this season of Lent, we look at Jesus and his determined love for us that we might be saved.  We 
look at Christ to see for ourselves the unqualified love of the Father to give us life rather than death. 
 

                  Pastor Bill Qualman               Pastor Bill Qualman               Pastor Bill Qualman               Pastor Bill Qualman    

��������������������� ��������� �

�
�������������������������������������	�
������
���� ���������
������
���������������������������������������	�
������
���� ���������
������
���������������������������������������	�
������
���� ���������
������
���������������������������������������	�
������
���� ���������
������
��� ���
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������
���������������������������������������������������� ��������������
���������������������������������������������������� ��������������
���������������������������������������������������� ��������������
� ��������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������ ������������������������������������������������������������ ���������

��������
��
��
��
��
 �������������������������������� ������������

������������������������
�������
��
��������������� ����
�������� �
�!������������������������
�������
��
��������������� ����
�������� �
�!������������������������
�������
��
��������������� ����
�������� �
�!������������������������
�������
��
��������������� ����
�������� �
�!� ���
����

��
���"#$#��
���"#$#��
���"#$#��
���"#$# ����



 
 

2 

�����������	��
����	�
���
�
��	�
��������	������
�����

 
GSCC is in full swing 
gearing up toward the new 
school year.  We are 
holding another Open 
House on March 20th from 
9 am to 1pm with the 

hopes of filling in some of remaining openings 
we have for the 2010-2011 school year.  If you 
know of anyone who may need to place a child in 
preschool, please pass this information on to 
them, or have them call GSCC's office and speak 
directly to me to set up a tour.   
 
Currently we have sent out information for 
summer camp as well and registration forms will 
be following along shortly.  If you or someone 
you know needs a summer camp, have them 
contact us. 
 
 

We are just wrapping up a rather successful book 
fair that the kids love to attend. It was a little 
interrupted by the snowstorms, but we were able 
to extend it a little for those children who may 
have been absent or missed it.  
 
The kids enjoyed coming to school in their pjs 
and in their favorite team gear.  We also had 
Valentine Day colors on Friday when they had 
their class parties. It was a sea of red, white and 
pink. 
 
Until next month....I think I'm ready for spring...   
I hope some of you took advantage of all the 
beautiful snow and went out and actually enjoyed 
it!!! 
 
 
Lorraine Campo, Director  
GSCC 
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Submitted by Laurie Burke 

 
After our first position night of the 2nd half these are how the teams are stacking up: 
Keep on Rollin; Inframeous; Lane Rovers; Strike Force; Pin Heads; Monday Knights 
Nothing2Spare; Jersey Tom-alleys; Weebles; Pin ball Machine;  
 

Come and cheer us on-- WHERE- Strathmore Lanes 
                                    WHEN- Monday nights-8:30 pm 
 
See Ya at the alleys. 
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March Book Club  
Tuesday, March 9, 2010 

7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. in the Church Library 
 
 

In Every Pew Sits a Broken Heart: Hope for the Hurting, 
by Ruth Graham 

 
Offers help and hope to those who wonder if they have out-sinned God’s grace or 
if their life circumstances have set them aside from being used by God, with 
practical help to every believer and church leader who sits side by side each 
Sunday with the broken and hurting. 
 
Graham's platform as the daughter of beloved evangelist Billy Graham gives her 
the credentials to spin this competent tale of brokenness.  But she offers more than 
a famous lineage: "I am qualified to write this book because I am flawed," she 
writes. She shares her struggles parenting three children through out-of-wedlock 
pregnancies, drug use and bulimia; her battle with depression and flirtation with 
suicide, and her disappointment over her two divorces."  I know what it's like to sit 
in the pew with a broken heart," says Graham.  It's her vulnerability in the memoir 
portions that lend credence to the basic application items at the end of the 

chapters.  Graham finds solace for the brokenhearted through scripture, looking at the lives of Jeremiah, Elijah 
and other biblical examples.  Unlike many inspirational books of this ilk, there's no fairytale ending.  Graham 
admits she is in the midst of a third faltering marriage, but says she's grateful God accepts her as she is-
"hurting, wounded, broken."  In true Graham fashion, the book concludes with an altar call.  Weary Christians 
disappointed with the way their lives have turned out should find this a heartening read. 
Source:  www.barnesandnoble.com 
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We always try to hold services on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, no matter what 
the weather.   However, once in a while, the weather is extreme, such as when there's a 

major snow storm like we had the week before Christmas.  In such cases, we will endeavor 
to provide the latest information on the church being open through two channels: 

 

1) Call our telephone number 732-679-8883.  
2) Check our web site, www.lc-goodshepherd.org. 

In both cases, if there's a closing, we'll put up a message saying so. 
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Submitted by Pat Pryor 
 
Lent is a season in the church year during which we particularly focus on the sacrifice Jesus 
made for us to pay the debt we owed for our sin.  We know there is no way we can pay the 
debt ourselves.  Only the sinless Son of God could do that.  We have access to heaven only 
by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.   
 
While we cannot repay Jesus for what He has done for us, His love does require a response.  
Paul, speaking of our ministry of reconciliation, wrote, "For Christ's love compels us . . .” 
(2 Corinthians 5:14).  We remain on earth to carry out the tasks which Christ left for us to 

do: to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner, (Matthew 25:31-46).  James 
admonished us that “. . . faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17).  We provide 
the funds that support our pastors, teachers, and missionaries.  Again, we can quote Paul writing in 1 
Corinthians 9:11-12.  "If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest 
from you?  If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more?"  Certainly each of 
us is addressed by the Great Commission:  "Go and make disciples of all nations . . ." (Matthew 28:19).  The 
following words from Frances Ridley Havergal are a poignant reminder that Christ’s love and sacrifice for us 
require a response: 
 
Thy life was given for me, Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed 
That I might ransomed by, and quickened from the dead. 
Thy life was given for me, What have I given for Thee? 
 
And Thou hast brought to me Down from Thy home above 
Salvation full and free, Thy pardon and Thy love. 
Great gifts Thou broughtest me, What have I brought to Thee? 
 
We are saved by grace through faith for works.  Let us pray for the desire to be good stewards of the gifts of 
salvation, health and wealth, and time and opportunity which God has given us that we might have a part in the 
furthering of God's kingdom. 
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9:25 in the church library 

 Discipline and your 
Tweens/Teens 

 

A discussion based group based upon God's word and 
helpful insight from renowned Christian/psychologis t/father of 10 –  

Dr. Ray Guarendi 
This bible study will be lead by Faith Caban 
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Submitted by Kathy Hogan 

 
On Saturday, February 13 th , 16 couples renewed their wedding 
vows with a ceremony officiated by Pastor Qualman, and a 
delicious meal cooked by Dani Sloan, and served to the 
“newlyweds” by Pat & Kayla Brietweiser and Angelica  Nieves.   
The couples attending the marriage renewal ceremony  and 
dinner were: Marilyn and Dean Olsen; Bill and Lauri e Burke; 
Toni and Pat Pryor; Linda and Dan Cinquegrana; Juli o and Mary 
Artache; Sonya and Tony Hansen; Maryann and Wayne K rawiec; 

Kathy and Dave Schulmeister; Harold and Dorothy Ton kin (Kathy Schulmeister’s 
parents who are married 53 years); Scott and Annett e Messler; Ben and Sue Mallepalle; 
Tom and Joanne Jocus; Tom and Randi Rutan; Eric and  Brigette Meitzner; Miiram and 
Juan Nieves; Marie and Dave Bergfeldt. 
 
After the meal, each couple was presented with indi vidual “wedding” cakes.   
 
Thank you also to the LYF for babysitting that even ing.    



 6 

����
��
�

	������
��
�

	������
��
�

	������
��
�

	��� ���
��
�
�������
�
�������
�
�������
�
������ �������������������	�
	�����	�
	�����	�
	�����	�
	�� ���

 

Who has the best chili???? 
 

Thank you all who participated.  Over $250.00 was raised to finish 
paying off the Narthex up-grades.  There was a great turn out for the 
chili tasting.  Below is a list of those who submitted their favorite 
recipe.  

 

Chili  #1 Linda Cinquagrana 
  #2 Jeff Campbell 
  #3 Toni & Pat Pryor  
  #4 Kevin Hullings 
  #5 Ken Hullings  
  #6 Dan Cinquagrana  
  #7 Tom Jocus 
  #8 Carol Kershaw 
  #9  Bob Shipley  
  #10 Tom Rutan 
  #11 Scott Messler 
 

And the winner is … # 8 Carol Kershaw – I have heard through the grape vine that Carol 

used her late husband’s recipe.  Congratulations Carol on a job well done.  You are the 
lucky winner of “Senor Pepe”.  You have him for the year, but must turn him 
over to next year’s winner. 
 

RIDING MOWER:    
Building & Grounds will be replacing the oldest riding mower.  If you would 

like to make a donation specifically towards our mower fund, talk to 
Tony Hansen or Maureen Puricelli.   
 

You may put the donation in your normal offering envelope and 
clearly mark “Mower Fund”  on the front with the amount you are 

donating.  You may also use a separate envelope and mark it mower fund.  If you wish to have 
this listed on your contribution statement, please be sure to put your envelope number on it.     
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Presented for everyone’s benefit 
On two Sundays 

March 7 & 21 
 

The Stewardship Committee presents 

������	�����������
 �
 

Two shows each day 
After both the 8:00 am and 10:30 am services 

 
FEATURING: 

 

   MARCH 7      MARCH 21 
 

 Christian Education     Sunday School 
 Women’s Ministry     Outreach Committee  
 Music Ministry     Children’s Stewardship 
 Acolytes       Stewardship Committee 
 Ushers       Martha’s Stewards    

  Adult Coffee Hour 
 

AND MORE SURPRISE PERFORMANCES NOT LISTED HERE 
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Recipes needed! 
Pictures from past fellowship/food events needed!    

Help on subcommittee needed! 
 
We will be celebrating the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd’s 50th anniversary 
October 2011, and what better way to celebrate then to commemorate all of the delicious foods that so 
many of you have prepared over the years for pot lucks, celebrations, picnics, and other fellowship events! 
 
Recipes:  Please think about your recipe collection and pull out some favorites for the Church’s 50th 
anniversary cookbook!  You can pick up a form from the front counter, Narthex table, or from Jamie Toth’s 
mail box.  Please return recipes to Jamie Toth’s mailbox, or alternatively, you can email your recipe(s), 
following the instructions on the form, to rj.toth@verizon.net with subject “Recipe”. 
 
Pictures:  We also want to have pictures from our fellowship events to be included in the cookbook in 
various areas…wouldn’t it be neat to flip through this commemorative book and see pictures of potlucks 
from back in the 70s, 80s, 90s?  Or pictures from the Coffee Houses held on Saturday in the dessert 
section?  Please start your picture hunt now!  
 
Publishing details:  We are using Morris Press to publish the cookbook, and will be doing so by October 
2010 for a nominal fee, with all proceeds benefiting the church (exact fund to be determined).  The 
cookbook would then be available for sale at all major events, and of course, we will be taking pre-orders. 
 
Subcommittee:  We need your help on this small subcommittee from March – October.  We will need 
people to help with typing, layout, design, announcements, pre-orders, etc.  We will meet monthly from 
March – October, then only periodically after the cookbook is launched to discuss sales, announcements, 
etc.  If interested, please contact Jamie Toth at rj.toth@verizon.net or 732-656-0366. 
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Submitted by Beth Meyer 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who either contributed money or bought 
our baked goodies. We raised $1,145.00 for the victims of the Haitian 
earthquake.  But, the situation is far from being over.  Therefore, we 
encourage you to continue to donate money and to support our future 
fundraisers for Haiti.   
 

Youth Gathering in New Orleans 
In addition, we’d like to thank everyone for buying our Valentine’s Day candy.  The proceeds from that 
fundraiser went into our account for New Orleans.  We look forward to meeting up with 30,000 youth this 
summer in New Orleans.  Your continued support in prayer and donations do not go unnoticed.  We thank God 
every day for you! 
 

NJ District Winter Youth Gathering 
We had a great time at the NJ District Winter Youth Gathering the last weekend in January.  The Theme for this 
year’s event focused on leadership.  We realize that as youth we can still be leaders among our peers and the 
congregation.  We explored the gifts God has given each of us to use as leaders and discussed our own faith 
walks.  We pray that God will give us the courage to use these gifts in the coming weeks and months. 
 

LYF Spring Production 
The LYF has decided to bring back the Spring Production.  This year we plan to do something different from 
the standard “play.”  We invite all youth in grades 7-12 to come and participate.  We will meet after the late 
service on February 28th to discuss the production, hand out parts and begin to rehearse.  There will be 
something for everyone!  Please mark your calendars for the weekend of April 23rd …don’t miss the event of 
the year!!!  Uff da!!! 
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March 14th   LYF Meeting 6:00PM 
April 23, 24, & 25 LYF Play 
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March is Mini – Fest Month!   This March we will once again celebrate all the wonderful Ministries 
& Committees of Good Shepherd. It’s so much to absorb, we decided you need two weeks.  That’s 
right… On March 7 & 21, after both services, there will be a Coffee Hour in the Fellowship Hall that 
features different groups.  While snacking, stroll about the room and view the different Ministry 
displays.   Speak to the wonderful representatives of these groups and thank them for all their hard 
work. Come for some fun and conversation.  Come to learn who does what for all our benefit. Perhaps 
you will find a group or committee that appeals to you; you might even offer an hour or two of your 
time to assist them. See you there. 
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By Amber Brown, Coordinator of Christian Education 

 
 

Socks are my nemesis.  I hate socks!  Lost socks, 
stinky-boy-feet socks, mismatched socks, holes-in-
the-toes socks, one-sock-on-one-sock-off socks, 
static-cling-to-the-sheets socks, eaten-up-by-the-
washing-machine socks, fall-off-during-a-nap-and-
get-stuck-in-the-crib socks ... I honestly rather scrub 
the grout in the kitchen floor with a toothbrush on 
my hands and knees than wash and fold socks!  It’s 
bad enough that I have an ever growing, but never 
diminishing, pile of laundry spilling around the base 
of my washing machine, but the increasing pile of 
mismatched socks is even harder to tackle.  (If you 
are unable to tackle the mound of laundry known as 
‘Mount Never Rest’, I can truly sympathize!)  
 
I will only admit this to my closest friends (which 
you are, since we are all one in the body of Christ) 
but a couple of years ago, I actually threw out the 
mismatched socks and bought packs of new ones to 
replace them!  I am all about environmentally sound 
practices and part of the whole ‘reduce-reuse-
recycle’ campaign, but I had to cave into the 
madness and insanity of this sock mayhem and so 
now my mismatched, holey, stinky socks are 
cluttering a garbage heap somewhere!  Maybe they 
found their match there!? 
 

How do socks get lost?  People have 
two feet!  Two socks go on those two 
feet at the break of day and two 

socks come off (or should come 
off) at the close of day and then 

into the hamper!  Where in the midst of the week do 
they go?  Where in the midst of the week do I go? 
(Besides insane…) When I’m in trouble, do I go to 
the Lord?  Do I bow before his sockless feet in 
praise, prayer and petition?  Do I honor him in all I 
do (even the socks)?  Colossians 3:17 tells us 
“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving Him thanks to 
the Father through Him.”  Do I see Him in the 
littlest blessings in my life...or am I lost…like those 
socks?   
 

What about you?  Where are you during the week? 
(Maybe I meet up with you in La-la land every now 
and again, but after your trip there, where are you?) 
Are you with Him? He is with you! Scripture says ‘I 
will never leave you nor forsake you’ (Deuteronomy 
31:6) and it’s been said that when one feels furthest 
from God, it is then that God is the closest.  C.S 
Lewis wrote “We shall not be able to adore God on 
the highest occasions if we have learned no habit of 
doing so on the lowest.”  So, here I sit, praising Him 
for my matchless socks that are somewhere lost and 
never to be found.  And praising Him, further more, 
that I do not maintain the same status as my lost 
opponents, for when I feel lost, I am always found.   
 
As a baptized and redeemed daughter of the King, I 
am always found in Him.  You want to know where 
I go in times of trouble? I go to Him and lay at His 
feet- sometimes still, sometimes late, sometimes 
tormented and sometimes waiting- but I still go.  
And sometimes I do not like the answer I receive, 
nor do I always understand it, but I know that when 
I am found in Christ, I am ‘a new creation’ (2 Cor 
5:17). This is how I can find the strength and peace 
to rise above my tribulations (yes, even my sock 
mountain) and praise Him regardless of my trials.  
Hard to do? Yes!  But not impossible.  “ALL things 
are possible in Christ” (Matt 19:26) and 
discovering that I am found among the lost is a 
great joy to celebrate!  Now, where did I put my 
shoes? 
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Those RecoveringThose RecoveringThose RecoveringThose Recovering    
Pastor Ben Mallepalle 
Michael Junco 
 

Those in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing HomesThose in Nursing Homes    
Tom Qualman 
Emmy Moore –sister of Katrina Clapsis 
Leela Mallepalle  
 

Those who are ShutThose who are ShutThose who are ShutThose who are Shut----inininin    
Marion Morgan 
Joan Brenner 
Josie Schubert –mother of Mary Artache 
 

Those w ith Other NeedsThose w ith Other NeedsThose w ith Other NeedsThose w ith Other Needs    
Amber Brown 
Nicole Stacy 
Jesse Blajek – son of Judy Yohannan 
Margaret Yager – Mother of Barbara Yager 
Dawn Nolan – niece of Dave & Marie Bergfeldt 
Olivia Rae Vargas – niece of Sue Hawley  
Gloria Carias 
Ruth Gunderson –mother of Lynn Hughes 
Ray Monel –father of Barbara Di Maggio 
Jake Johnson –grandson of Pastor &  
     Georgeann  
Gregory Pryor –brother of Patrick Pryor 
Vincent Siclari, Jr. –brother of Ed Siclari 
Terry Hayes –mother of Laurie Burke 
Eric Brown –son of Amber and Steve 
Dylan Brown –grandson of Hatcliffes 
Margaret Wrigley  –suffering with arthritis 
Michael Troutman – son of Child Care  
     Teacher 

    
Those Struggling w ith CancerThose Struggling w ith CancerThose Struggling w ith CancerThose Struggling w ith Cancer    
Vinny Campo – husband of Care Center Director 
Elaine Bosco, sister of RoseMarie Staudinger 
Laurie Troutman  – daughter of Child Care  
     Teacher 
Marie Giacomini – mother of Bill Burke 
Peggy DeMarco – friend of the Kotora   
     Family 
Joseph Spinelli – friend of Toni & Pat Pryor 
Debbie Pryor – cousin to Toni & Pat Pryor  
Kathy Hill  – friend of Pryors  
Karen Ollivierre , daughter of Barbara Wittig 
 
Those in the M ilitaryThose in the M ilitaryThose in the M ilitaryThose in the M ilitary    
George F. Hawley, Jr. – nephew of Sue Hawley 
Nelson Junco – nephew of Millie Junco 
Patrick Grimes – grandson of Joan Brenner 
Jeff Borkowski 
Brian Farrell 
Rob Farrell 
Dustin Brown  
Jeff Kotora 
Guy Kotora 
Brian Borkowski  –nephew of the Borkowski’s 
Fabian Lopez –friend of Russell Domis 
Darrin Brown  –co-worker of Beth Meyer 
David Haczyk –friend of Siclari’s 
Elizabeth Roslak –friend of Siclari’s 
Jon Griswold –brother-in-law of Heidi Griswold 
Marc Artache –nephew of Julio & Mary Artache 
Robert Bracero –nephew of Julio & Mary Artache 
 
 
 
Please review the list, and let M arie know if there 
are any changes.  Thank You 
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Happy Birthday to... 
 

Happy Birthday to... 
 
Jessica Caban 3/1 
Joe Previte 3/1 
Kristi Petersen 3/1 
Rachel Carnie 3/1 
Christine Borkowski 3/3 
Charles IV Breitweiser 3/4 
Lisa Qualman 3/4 
Nora Schmitz 3/5 
Regan Dunne 3/5 
Randi Rutan 3/6 
Keyvon Green 3/7 
Laura Grana 3/8 
Garrett MacLean 3/8 
Megan Dunne 3/8 
Drew Larkin 3/9 
Andrew Cocklin 3/9 
Eric Brown 3/10 
Alison Schulmeister 3/11 
Joan Scanlon 3/12 
Timothy Siclari 3/14 
Emily Durando 3/16 
Barbara Scanlon 3/16 
Kathleen Hogan 3/17 
Matthew Schulmeister 3/17 
Teresa Figueiras 3/19 
Ashley Porbansky 3/20 
Kathryn Oliva 3/21 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Erin Cole 3/21 
Dale Petersen 3/26 
Robert Hahl 3/27 
Stephanie Pate 3/27 
Siobhan Sabino 3/28 
Beth Oliva 3/30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
to….. 
 
 
Ken & Michelle Magazzu  3/27 
Dani & Kevin Sloan, Jr.  3/29 
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The Staff is published monthly  
for members and friends of  
The Lutheran Church of  
the Good Shepherd. 

 
3139 County Road 516 
Old Bridge, NJ  08857 
Phone (732) 679-8883 
Fax (732) 679-8996 
 
office@lc-goodshepherd.org 
Visit us on the web @ 
www.lc-goodshepherd.org 
 
 
Pastor  
Rev. William A. Qualman 
PastorQ@ 
lc-goodshepherd.org  
 
Asst. Pastor 
Rev. Ben Mallepalle 
ebmallepalle@yahoo.com 
 
Coordinator of Christian 
Education 
Mrs. Amber Brown 
Amber@ 
lc-goodshepherd.org 
 
Admin. Assistant 
Mrs. Marie Bergfeldt 
marie@lc-goodshepherd.org 
 
Organist & Sr Choir 
Director  
Mr. Greg Ricca 
 
Bell & Youth Choir Director 
Mrs. Amber Brown 
 
GS Children’s Center 
Director 
Mrs. Lorraine Campo 
(732) 679-8887 
gscc@lc-goodshephed.org 

 
Sexton 
Frank Lylo 
 
Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Dr. Norman L. Johnson 
revdrj46@peoplepc.com 

 

����
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Handling Doubt & Questions 

 
“Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith,” wrote Frederick Buechner. “They keep it awake and moving.”  
When we have doubts about something, we’re forced to examine its truthfulness and consider how much of 
ourselves we wish to invest in it.  If we (and our children) are going to truly own our belief, we must critically 
evaluate them.   
 
Teaching your children that it’s okay to express doubts and ask questions is crucial for their faith 
development. When the doubts get ignored, it could eventually result in serious skepticism of ones’ 
worldview and personal faith,” says profession Dean Hardy.  Use these tips to help your children wonder and 
open up:  
 
Don’t feel threatened when children want to ask questions.  These queries help kids verbalize their doubts.  
View tough questions not as a sign of rebellion but as opportunities to teach and learn.  
 
Listen intently, and don’t shame kids for asking questions.  Reflect on what children say and affirm their 
feelings:  “you look like you have a question.”   
 

Make your family a “safe zone.”  Foster attitudes that say it’s okay to question and doubt.  That will 
encourage children to feel free to think critically and explore honestly.  
 

Track how young Christian’s thoughts and questions change over time.  
 

Ages 3 to 5:  Preschoolers begin to ask “Why?” and “How?”  Miracles, symbolism, and God’s nonphysical 
nature are often confusing for kids this age.  Answer their questions simply with words that mean exactly 
what they say.  
 

Ages 6 to 8:  Children this age begin to distinguish between fantasy and reality and begin to use logical 
thinking.  Give them answers that allow them to use these skills.  
 

Ages 9 to 12:  Older children tend to question some basic beliefs they previously accepted.  They want to 
explore an issue from many perspectives, share your own doubts, and help kids find a niche to put their faith 
into action.   
 

Ask God:  
1. To help your children know it’s okay to have questions. 
2. To help you be a good listener when kids share their doubts.   
3. To reassure your whole family of God’s presence and love.  

 

“You believe because you have seen me.  Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”  John 20:29  
 

Jesus said these words to “Doubting Thomas,” the disciple who wouldn’t believe that Jesus rose unless he 
saw and touched him.  Many people in the Bible struggled with doubt.  When our faith is unsteady, we can 
find answers in God’s word.  
 

1. Celebrate your children’s faith journeys.  Mark important milestones such as baptism, first bible, 
Sunday school promotion, confirmation, etc.  

2. Childlike faith – say:  When you were littler, you trusted your parents about everything.  Jesus says 
everyone should have faith like little kids – even grown-ups!  We all need Jesus, all the time.  Read 
aloud Luke 18:15-17. Have each family member draw a heart on a piece of construction paper.  Write 
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“Jesus” inside it.  To the left, tape a picture of when you were little.  To the right tape a recent picture 
of yourself.  Decorate and hang the paper as a reminder of your faith.  

3. What You Know – Read aloud John 20:24-31.  Then say:  “When you have doubts, it’s helpful to 
separate when you know from what you feel.  But the Bible says that God loves you and that he’ll take 
care of you.  Because the Bible says it, you know it’s true, even if it doesn’t feel that way right now.”  

 
Together, divide a sheet of paper into two columns.  Label one “What I Feel’ and the other “What I Know.”  
List some feelings, and across from each feeling, write a Bible verse in response.  For example, across from 
“loneliness” you can write “God is with me.  Matthew 28:20.”  Use a Bible index to help you find relevant 
passages.    
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
����

 Saturday Evening Services at 5:00 PM – March 6, 13, 20, 27 
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Saturday Evening Services at 5:00 PM – April 10, 17, 24 
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April 18  Confirmation 11 Retreat & Parents Meeting 
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Good Shepherd Celebrates 50 Years of Service 
 

The Good Shepherd Anniversary Planning Committee is busy with upcoming events for the 2010-2011 
Celebration.  We are scheduling one event per month beginning with our Church picnic in October, 2010.  
We still have several activities/events that need a lead coordinator identified, so if you see something that 
you would like to lead, please contact someone from the Committee.   
 

We’ll be calling on everyone from the congregation to help contribute memorabilia and pictures, so if 
you have some available, keep that in mind.  The Committee is Marianne Krawiec, Jamie Toth, Gail 
Ferrara, Debbie Oranato, Faith Caban, and Toni Pryor.   
 

 

Month Event Event Coordinator 
Overall Activity Good Shepherd souvenir Cookbook.   Jamie Toth 
October 2010 Kick-off event with Church Picnic  Toni Pryor 

 
November 2010 All Saints Day, Nov. 1, Remembering deceased 

Good Shepherd members 
 

Coordinator  needed 

December 2010 Past Christmas pageants, Christmas Caroling 
GS Cookbook Sales 

Coordinator  needed 

January 2011 History of church (in pictures), History of board of 
Lay ministry and past and present ministers 

Coordinator  needed 

February 2011 History of LYF and LYF plays 
10 year vision of GS developed by Youth Group 

Coordinator  needed 

March 2011 First communion Classes and First Confirmation 
Classes (past pictures, interviews with past 
confirmees) 
 

Collect previous Confirmation banners (ask 
congregation to donate) and hang in the fellowship 
hall 

Coordinator  needed 

April 2011 Easter Breakfast, Past Easter pictures from 
congregation, Easter egg hunt 

Coordinator  needed 

May 2011 History of the Shepherd Players, Reprise of the first 
GS Play, God’s Favorite (Neil Simon) 

Marianne Krawiec, 
Director 
 

June 2011 Music Ministry (past organists, JT, Bell choirs, 
Music Sundays) 

Coordinator  needed 

July 2011 Children’s Center history 
Who’s that in the pew?   

Debbie Oranato 

August 2011 No event scheduled   
September 2011 Rally Day - History of Sunday School and VBS 

(past superintendents) 
Coordinator  needed 

October 2011 Celebration Service and dinner Faith Caban 
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The Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd 
 

www.lc-goodshepherd.org 
3139 County Road 516 
Old Bridge, NJ  08857 

732-679-8883 
The Rev. William A. Qualman, Pastor 

The Rev. Ben Mallepalle, Assistant Pastor 
 

GS Children’s Center 
732-679-8887 

Mrs. Lorraine Campo, Director 
gscc@lc-goodshepherd.org 

 

Worship Services 
Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30 AM  

Sunday School at 9:15 AM 
 Bible Classes at 9:30 AM  

 

Saturday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM 
 

Youth Fellowship Meetings 1st Sunday of 
each month at 6:00 PM 

 
Midweek Lenten Services at 7:30 

PM:  
March 10, 17, 24
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God’s love at work here! 


